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More  than  one  hundred  years  ago  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  con' 
stituents  were  far  in  the  minority  in  the  town  of  Russia.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  members  of  the  Russia  Union  Religious  Sociey  on  June  14,  1821,  the 
members  decided  with  which  individual  denomination  they  would  cast  their 
lot.  In  that  organization  the  denominations  represented  in  order  of  their 
strength  were  the  Free  Communion  Baptists,  Presbyterians,  Episcopal,  Close 
Communion  Baptist,  Universalist  and  Methodist.  At  that  time  the  Free 
Communion  Baptist  held  124  shares  in  the  stock,  the  largest  number,  while 
the  Methodists  held  15  shares  which  was  the  smallest  interest.  For  that  hold¬ 
ing  they  were  allowed  3  Sundays  out  of  52  in  which  their  preachers  could 
hold  forth  in  the  meeting  house. 

The  stock  for  the  Methodist  denomination  at  that  time  was  held  by 
Amos  H.  Beebee,  2  shares;  Stephen  Smith,  2nd.,  12  shares;  Sampson  Vin¬ 
cent,  1  share.  Of  the  Free  Communion  Baptists,  there  was  Reuben  Robens, 
who  held  3  shares.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  Cold  Brook  Methodists. 

From  June  14,  1821  until  June  12,  1828  or  about  the  time  the  Cold 
Brook  Church  began  to  be  built  the  Methodists  were  allowed  so  many  Sundays 
a  year  in  the  Russia  meeting  house.  During  that  time,  1822,  they  had  5 
Sundays;  1823,  1  Sunday;  1824,  4  Sundays;  1825,  3  Sundays;  1826,  6 
Sundays;  1827,  2  Sundays.  In  1826  during  the  increase  of  interest  in 
Methodism  in  Russia  they  were  given  more  use  of  the  building. 

During  the  Conference  Year,  1825,  Revs.  Eleazer  Whipple  and  David 
A.  Shepard  were  the  preachers  on  Herkimer  Circuit  which  then  included 
Cold  Brook.  The  Senior  Preacher,  Rev.  Eleazer  Whipple  held  special  re¬ 
ligious  meetings  in  the  school  houses  adjoining  Cold  Brook.  In  one  of  these 
places  of  meeting  a  powerful  revival  of  religion  broke  out.  During  this  sin¬ 
ners  fell  under  the  power  of  God  and  many  were  converted.  This  gave  im¬ 
petus  for  the  organization  of  a  Methodist  Class.  It  is  believed  that  Amos 
H  arris  Beebee  was  the  first  class  leader. 

Another  religious  awakening  took  place  in  the  town  of  Russia  in  the 
spring  of  1826.  The  Herkimer  Circuit  preacher  at  that  time  was  Rev.  John 
H.  Wallace  whose  preaching  revived  religiously  many  residents  of  this  vicin¬ 
ity.  In  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  of  October  7,  1826,  Rev.  John 
H.  Wallace  wrote:  “In  Russia  the  work  Pad  already  found  way  to  the  hearts 
of  many  of  the  hardened.  Many  have  been  converted  and  more  than  60 
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have  joined  the  society.  But  sweeter  still  while  by  the  help  and  under  the 
pressing  word  and  spirit  of  our  Master  we  have  urged  the  converts  to  go  on 
to  perfection,  the  work  has  gone  on  in  power;  some  have  found  the  treasure 
of  holiness  and  others  are  pressing  after  it.  Sinners  are  still  coming  to  God. 
Some  of  other  denominations  have  found  that  the  perfect  love  of  Canaan 
is  better  than  the  slavery  of  Egypt  and  have  joined  our  societies  to  grasp  and 
retain  the  prize.” 

Two  persons  who  have  done  much  for  the  good  of  humanity  were  among 
the  converts  of  this  religious  awakening  of  1826.  They  were  Sidney  Beebee 
of  Oneida  Lake,  Madison  County,  New  York  and  Rev.  Freeman  H.  Stanton, 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Central  New  York  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  many  years.  They  remained  very  close  friends  through 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Sidney  Beebee  gave  his  sons,  Rev.  Charles  E. 
Beebee  and  Rev.  James  Freeman  Beebee  to  the  ministry  of  the  Northern 
New  York  and  Central  New  York  Conferences  respectively.  No  one  knows 
where  the  influence  of  the  Godly  life  may  end. 

Of  Rev.  Freeman  Harlow  Stanton,  converted  in  this  noteworthy  re¬ 
vival  of  1  826,  much  could  be  said.  He  was  born  March  8,  1  809  in  Deer¬ 
field,  Oneida  County,  New  York  and  died  February  28,  1895  in  Rochester, 
New  York.  His  first  remembered  religious  impressions  came  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  when  he  overheard  his  father  praying  on  the  bank  of  a  river. 
At  seventeen  years  of  age  in  this  revival  that  affected  Cold  Brook  Methodism 
so  largely  he  was  converted.  There  was  this  peculiar  circumstance  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  his  conversion.  At  the  close  of  an  afternoon  meeting  he  was  led  to 
go  into  the  cemetery  to  pray.  While  pleading  in  this  strange  place  in  great  dis* 
tress  of  soul,  the  words  flashed  upon  his  mind:  ”7  hy  faith  hath  saved  thee,” 
and  the  joy  of  salvation  relived  his  distress. 

At  Trenton  in  1827  Freeman  H.  Stanton  was  licensed  to  exhort 
by  Rev.  William  White.  In  1831  he  was  licensed  to  preach. 
In  1832  he  was  received  into  the  Oneida  Conference  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church.  In  1831  he  supplied  at  Cape  Vincent.  The  rest  of 
his  appointments  were:  1832,  Sandy  Creek;  1833,  Black  River;  1834,  Cape 
Vincent;  1835,  Greene;  1836-7,  Wyoming,  Pa.;  1838-9,  Carbondale, 
Pa.;  1840,  Skinners  Eddy,  Pa.;  1841-2,  Binghamton;  1843-4,  Owego; 
1845,  Greene;  1846,  Fairfield;  1847-8,  Rome;  1849-50,  Camden; 
1851-2,  Watertown,  State  Street;  1853-4-5-6,  Presiding  Elder  Watertown 
District;  1857-8-9-60,  Presiding  Elder,  Adams  District;  1861-2-3-4,  Pre¬ 
siding  Elder,  Syracuse  District;  1865-6-7,  Pulaski;  1868-9  70,  Liverpool; 
1871-2,  Cazenovia;  1873-4,  Newark;  1875-7,  Camillus;  1878-9,  Nelson; 
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1880,  Clockville;  1881-2-3,  Kirkville.  In  1884  he  was  superannuated  and 
held  that  relation  until  death,  d  hus  as  he  was  blessed  he  blessed  others  in 
many  communities  during  his  fifty-three  years  in  the  ministry. 

In  a  very  few  years  Methodism  had  so  grown  on  the  Russia  Circuit 
through  protracted  meetings  that  it  was  necessary  to  build  a  church  in  Cold 
Brook.  During  1 828  a  church  building  of  the  meeting  house  type,  plain 
and  barn  like,  was  erected  on  a  lot  of  land  leased  of  Reuben  Robens  in 
the  village  of  Cold  Brook.  The  main  part  of  the  auditorium  in  the  present 
church  includes  the  original  church  building.  This  new  edifice  was  first  oc¬ 
cupied  late  in  1  828  or  early  in  1  829  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained.  When 
the  building  was  finished  it  was  estimated  to  be  worth  $1200.00. 

It  seems  that  it  was  no  easy  task  to  pay  for  the  church  building.  At  the 
First  Quarterly  Conference  of  Russia  Circuit  held  at  Cold  Brook  August  28, 
1830  it  was  resolved  that  the  circuit  preacher  circulate  a  subscription  to  pay 
the  debt  on  the  Cold  Brook  meeting  house.  At  the  First  Quarterly  Conference 
of  Russia  Circuit  held  in  Remsen  village  October  8,  1831,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  preachers  be  directed  to  circulate  two  subscriptions  in  order  to  liqui¬ 
date  the  debt  on  the  Cold  Brook  meeting  house  and  to  make  a  report  of  their 
doings  to  the  next  Quarterly  Conference.  At  the  Second  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence,  Russia  Circuit,  held  at  Cold  Brook  January  7,  1832  it  was  resolved 
that  Brother  Simpson  circulate  a  subscription  in  favor  of  the  Cold  Brook 
meeting  house ;  also  at  the  same  meeting  it  was  resolved  that  each  of  the 
circuit  stewards  circulate  a  subscription  to  collect  money  to  finish  paying  for 
the  Cold  Brook  meeting  house.  The  Circuit  Stewards  at  that  time  were: 
Reuben  Robens,  David  Raynor  of  Fairfield;  Abel  Simpson  of  Trenton;  An¬ 
drew  Nash,  Joel  Dubois  and  Ackland  Salisbury  of  Norway.  These  meet¬ 
ings  were  presided  over  by  Rev.  George  Gary,  Presiding  Elder  and  Reuben 
Robens  was  secretary. 

From  the  other  early  Quarterly  Conferences  there  are  items  of  interest 
which  affected  the  members  through  the  whole  circuit.  1830-1842  it  was 
called  Russia  Circuit;  1842-1833  it  was  called  Newport  Circuit.  The  Re¬ 
cord. ng  Stewards  (secretary)  for  the  circuit  during  these  years  were:  Reuben 
Robens  (1830-1835);  Aaron  F.  Bates  (1836-37);  Ackland  Salisbury 
(1838-1841);  Jesse  W.  Franklin  (1842-1845);  Ackland  Salisbury 
(1846-1852)  ;  Peter  Bradt  (1853-1855). 

1  he  following  items  are  taken  from  the  Quarterly  Conference  Records: 
August  28,  1830  at  Cold  Brook,  “Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  estimate  the  fuel  and  table  expense  of  the  preachers. 
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Resolved,  That  Reuben  Robens,  Amos  H.  Beebee  and  Abel  Simpson 
be  that  committee.  The  committee  on  expenses  reported : 


For  Brother  Adams,  fuel . $10 

For  family  expense  for  conference  year . $50.” 


1  hus  the  preacher’s  stated  salary  for  1830  was  $60.  February  19, 
1831  at  Cold  Brook:  “Resolved,  That  we  let  spirituus  liquor  alone  unless 
prescribed  by  a  physician  recommended  by  him.  Carried  almost  unanimously.” 

October  9,  1833  at  Newport:  “Resolved  that  we  employ  Rev.  Almanzo 
Blackman  as  an  agent  to  obtain  and  collect  donations  toward  paying  the 
debt  on  the  Cold  Brook  meeting  house.”  The  society  still  struggled  to  pay  the 
debt.  September  4,  1837  at  Middleville,  it  was  reported  that  the  classes  of 
Cold  Brook,  Amos  H.  Beebee,  leader,  had  21  members  and  $42  was  ap¬ 
portioned  to  his  class  for  pastoral  support.  Aaron  F.  Bates,  leader,  had  28 
members.  His  apportionment  was  $40.  At  the  Quarterly  Conference  De¬ 
cember  30,  1837  at  Norway,  Amos  H.  Beebee  had  received  $7.62  and 
Aaron  F.  Bates  had  received  $22.57.  Aaron  F.  Bates  was  very  prominent 
in  those  days,  he  was  also  a  trustee,  exhorter  and  circuit  steward. 

As  time  went  on  the  Method. sts  at  Cold  Brook  desired  to  have  more 
than  a  lease  of  their  property.  Thus  they  organized  a  Board  of  Trustees 
which  consisted  of  Shadrack  Vincent,  Amos  H.  Beebee  and  Reuben  Robens. 
This  body  received  on  February  16,  1831  a  warranted  deed  from  Reuben 
Robens  and  wife  Elizabeth,  that  property  which  continues  to  be  held  for  the 
“Cold  Brook  Society”  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Deed  which 
follows  is  a  curious  document  which  shows  that  the  fathers  left  no  legal  loop¬ 
hole.  It  is  very  carefully  drawn  so  that  only  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
can  ever  hold  the  property. 

“This  indenture  made  this  1 6th  day  of  February  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1831  Between  Reuben  Robens  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  of  the  town 
of  Russia,  Herkimer  County,  State  of  New  York,  of  the  first  and  Shadrack 
Vincent,  Amos  H.  Beebee  and  Reuben  Robens,  1  rustees  in  Trust  for  the 
uses  and  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned,  all  of  the  County  and  State  afore¬ 
said  of  the  other  part,  Witnesseth:  that  the  said  Reuben  Robens  and  Eliza' 
beth  his  wife,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  $30  specie  to  them  in 
hand  paid  and  upon  the  sealing  and  delivering  of  these  presents  the  receipt 
whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  have  given,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  re¬ 
leased,  confirmed  and  conveyed  and  by  these  presents  do  give,  bargain,  sell, 
release,  confirm  and  convey  unto  them  the  said  Shadrack  Vincent,  Amos  H. 
Beebee  and  Reuben  Robens  and  their  successors  (  Trustees  in  Trust  for 
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the  uses  and  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned  and  declared)  all  the  right,  title, 
interest,  property  claim  and  demand  whatsoever  either  in  law  or  equity  which 
he  the  said  Reuben  Robens  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  have  in,  to  or  upon  all 
and  singular,  a  certain  lot  or  piece  of  land  situate  lying  and  being  in  the  town, 
county  and  state  aforesaid,  and  being  in  and  part  of  lot  Number  61  in  the 
third  allotment  of  the  Royal  Grant  butted  and  bounded  as  follows:  South¬ 
west  Corner  of  a  lot  of  land  owned  by  Silvanus  Freeman  and  running  thence 
as  the  magnetic  needle  pointed  on  the  date  thereof,  North  49  degrees.  West  2 
chains  and  86  links  to  a  stake;  thence  South  41  degrees  West  9  degrees 
east  2  chains  and  86  links  to  the  center  of  the  Cold  Brook  road;  thence  along 
the  center  thereof  North  41  degrees  East  one  chain  and  75  links  to  the  place 
of  beginning;  containing  and  laid  out  for  2  roods  of  land  be  the  same  more 
or  less;  Together  with  all  and  singular  the  house,  woods,  waters,  ways  and 
privileges  and  apputenances  belonging  thereto  or  in  anywise  appertaining ;  1  o 
have  and  To  hold  all  and  singular  the  above  mentioned  described  lot  or  piece 
of  land  situate  lying  and  being  as  aforesaid  together  with  all  and  singular  the 
house,  woods,  waters,  ways  and  privileges  thereunto  belonging  or  in  anywise 
appertaining  unto  them  the  said  Shadrack  Vincent,  Amos  H.  Beebee  and 
Reuben  Robens  and  their  successors  in  office  forever  in  trust  that  the  said 
house  built  thereon  be  forever  hereafter  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America  according  to  the 
rules  and  discipline  which  from  time  to  time  may  be  agreed  upon  and  adopted 
by  the  ministers  and  preachers  of  the  said  church  at  their  General  Conferences 
in  the  United  States  of  America  and  in  further  trust  and  confidence  that  they 
shall  at  all  times  forever  hereafter  permit  such  ministers  and  preachers  be¬ 
longing  to  the  said  church  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  duly  authorized  by 
the  General  Conferences  of  the  ministers  and  preachers  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  or  by  the  yearly  conferences  authorized  by  said 
General  Conferences,  to  preach  and  expound  God’s  holy  word 
therein:  and  in  further  trust  and  confidence  that  as  often  as 

any  one  or  more  of  the  T  rustees  hereinfore  mentioned  shall  die  or  cease 
to  be  a  member  or  members  of  the  said  church  according  to  the  rules  and 
discipline  as  aforesaid  then  and  in  such  case  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  stationed 
minister  or  preacher  authorized  as  aforesaid  who  shall  have  the  pastoral 
charge  of  the  members  of  the  said  church,  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  remaining 
Trustees  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  and  when  so  met  the  minister  or 
preacher  shall  proceed  to  nominate  one  or  more  persons  to  fill  the  place  or 
places  of  him  or  them  whose  office  or  offices  has  been  vacated  as  aforesaid. 

. Provided  the  person  or  persons  so  nominated  shall  have  been  one 

year  a  member  or  members  of  said  church  immediately  preceeding  such  nomi¬ 
nation  and  be  at  least  2 1  years  of  age ;  and  the  said  trustees  so  assembled 
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shall  proceed  to  elect  and  by  a  majority  of  votes  appoint  the  person  or  persons 
so  nominated  to  fill  such  vacancy  or  vacancies  in  order  to  keep  up  the  number 
of  three  trustees  forever;  and  in  case  of  an  equal  number  of  votes  for  and 
against  the  said  nomination  the  stationed  minister  or  preacher  shall  have  the 
casting  vote.  Prov.ded,  nevertheless,  that  if  any  of  the  said  trustees  or  any 

of  them  or  their  successors  have  advanced  or  shall  advance  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money,  or  are  or  shall  be  responsible  for  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  on 
account  of  the  said  premises  and  they  the  said  Trustees  or  their  successors  be 
obliged  to  pay  the  said  sums  of  money  they  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  be 
authorized  to  raize  the  said  sum  or  sums  of  money  by  a  mortgage  on  the  said 
premises  or  by  selling  the  said  premises  after  a  notice  given  to  the  Pastor  or 
preacher  who  has  the  overs  ght  of  the  congregation  attending  divine  service 
on  the  said  premises  if  the  money  be  not  paid  to  the  said  trustees  or  their 
successors  within  one  year  after  such  notice  given;  And  if  such  sale  take  place 
the  said  trustees,  successors  after  paying  the  debt  and  other  expenses  which 
are  due  from  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  shall  deposit  the  remainder 
of  the  money  produced  by  said  sale  in  the  hands  of  the  Steward  or  Stewards 
of  the  society  belonging  to  or  attending  divine  service  on  said  premises,  which 
surplus  of  the  product  of  such  sale  so  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Steward 
or  Stewards  shall  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  next  yearly  conference  authorized 
aforesaid,  which  said  yearly  conference  shall  dispose  of  the  said  money  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  best  of  their  judgment  for  the  use  of  said  Society.  The  said 
land  and  premises  before  mentioned  are  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  yearly 
rents,  covenants  and  conditions  contained  in  the  original  lease  and  the  said 
parties  of  the  first  part  herein  and  hereby  reserve  for  themselves,  their  heirs, 
executors  and  administrators  forever  the  privelege  of  passing  and  repassing 
through  or  across  the  above  particularly  mentioned  and  described  premises 
with  teams  and  carriages  loaded  and  not  loaded;  Anything  herein  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding,  and  the  said  Reuben  Robens  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  doth  by  these  presents  warrant  and  forever  defend  all  and  singular 
the  before  mentioned  and  described  lot  or  piece  of  land  with  appurtenances 
thereto  belonging  unto  them  the  said  Shadrack  Vincent,  Amos  H.  Beebee 
and  Reuben  Robens  and  their  successors  in  office  chosen  and  appointed  afore¬ 
said  from  the  claims  of  them  the  said  Reuben  Robens  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
their  heirs  and  assigns  and  from  the  claim  or  claims  of  all  persons  whatever. 
In  1  estimony  Whereof  the  said  Reuben  Robens  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  aforesaid.  Reuben 
Robens  |  L.  S.  ]  Elizabeth  Robens  [L.  S.  ]  sealed  and  delivered  in  the 
presence  of  us  Laura  Ann  Robens,  Stephen  Smith,  2nd.  Received  the  day 
of  the  date  of  the  above  written  Indenture,  the  consideration  therein  mentioned 
in  full  Reuben  Robens  [  L.  S.  |  Elizabeth  Robens  |  L.  S.  ] 
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Herkimer  County:  Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  19th  day  of  February 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  per¬ 
sonally  appeared  before  me  Stephen  Smith,  2nd,  a  Commissioner  appointed 
to  take  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds  and  discharges  of  mortgages  in  and 
for  the  said  county,  came  the  within  named  Reuben  Robens  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  to  me  known  to  be  the  persons  who  executed  the  within  deed  and 
they  severally  acknowledged  the  execution  thereof  for  the  uses  and  purposes 
therein  mentioned  and  declared  and  she  the  said  Elizabeth,  wife  of  the  said 
Reuben,  being  separate  and  apart  from  her  said  husband  by  me  examined, 
declared  that  she  had  made  the  same  acknowledgment  freely  and  with  her 
own  consent  without  being  induced  thereto  through  fear  or  threats  of  her 
said  husband.  I  have  examined  said  deed  and  finding  therein  no  material 

errors  to  certify  said  to  be  formally  acknowledged.  Stephen  Smith,  2nd., 
commissioner. 

Herkimer  Co.  Book  of  Deeds  Vol.  24,  pp.  517,  ff  Recorded  March 
9,  1831,  one  o’clock  P.  M. 

For  some  unknown  reason  William  Robens  (son  of  Reuben)  and 
Angelina,  of  the  town  of  Russia,  Herkimer  County,  his  wife,  gave  a  Quit 
Claim  Deed  on  March  25,  1851  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar 
and  nine  cents,  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Cold  Brook  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  their  successors  in  office.  The  Trustees  then  were  Amos  H. 
Beebee,  Orson  Moore,  Abel  P.  Newberry,  Herman  Hunt,  Silvanus  Cooper, 
David  Walrath  and  Jacob  France.  This  deed  conveyed  the  same  lot  as  granted 
in  1831  : — “All  that  certain  piece  of  land  situated  in  the  town  and  county 
aforesaid  and  being  a  part  of  lot  No.  5  1  in  the  third  allotment  of  the  Royal 
Grant  and  bounded  as  follows:  Beginning  in  the  center  of  the  Cold  Brook 
road  at  the  southeast  corner  of  a  lot  of  land  now  owned  by  Bartlett  Barker 
and  running  thence  as  the  magnetic  needle  pointed  A.  D.  1831  along  the 
center  of  said  road  North  41  °  east  one  chain  and  75  links  to  a  stake,  thence 
North  49°  west  two  chains  86  links  to  a  stake,  thence  south  41°  west  one 
chain  75  links  to  a  stake,  thence  south  49°  west  two  chains  86  links  to  the 
place  of  beginning;  Containing  two  roods  of  land  be  the  same  more  or  less.” 
(One  half  acre  of  land.) 

William  and  Angelina  Robens  appeared  March  31,  1851,  before 
Lemuel  Carpenter,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  January  8,  1852  before  Solon  Hub¬ 
bard,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  regard  to  the  deed.  This  deed  was  recorded 
February  28,  1855  at  1  1  :30  A.  M.,  in  the  Herkimer  County  Clerk’s  office. 
Book  67  of  Deeds,  p.  437.  William  H.  Barry,  Deputy  County  Clerk. 
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The  society  had  built  their  church  budding  and  had  acquired  a  title 
to  property.  Now  the  next  procedure  was  to  be  within  state  law  by  in¬ 
corporating  as  a  legal  body.  This  was  done  at  a  meeting  held  March  i  I , 
1835.  Joshua  Overton  was  secretary  but  the  minutes  were  recorded  in  the 
trustees’  book  in  the  very  legible  hand  writing  of  Reuben  Robens.  The  first 
meeting  minutes  and  certificate  of  incorporation  follow: 

“Met  accord.ng  to  previous  legal  notice  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Meeting  Elouse  in  the  Village  of  Cold  Brook,  Town  of  Russia,  County  of 
Herkimer  and  State  of  New  York,  the  1  1th  day  of  March,  1835,  to  organ¬ 
ize  a  Religious  Corporate  Society  and  appoint  Trustees. 

Whereupon  the  Rev.  Lucius  C.  Rogers  and  Amos  H.  Beebee  were 
appointed  to  preside  at  the  said  meeting. 

Then  proceeded  and  determined  the  name  by  which  the  society  shall 
be  known  and  designated  ‘  1  he  Cold  Brook  Methodist  Episcopal  Society.’ 

Then  determined  the  number  of  1  rustees  in  the  society  shall  be  seven. 

Whereupon  the  following  were  duly  elected:  Amos  H.  Beebee, 
Reuben  Robens,  Esq.,  Joshua  Overton,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Asa  Shaw,  Aaron 
F.  Bates  and  Roswell  P.  Smith. 

The  above  mentioned  doings  were  certified  under  the  hand  and  seal 
of  Lucius  C.  Rogers  and  Amos  H.  Beebee  presiding  officers  duly  acknowl¬ 
edged  before  Stephen  Smith,  2nd.,  Commissioner  of  Deeds  and  recorded 
Clerk’s  Office  Herkimer  County,  October  5,  1835,  in  Book  of  Religious 
Societies,  page  23. 

At  a  meeting  held  according  to  appointment  at  the  Methodist  Meeting 
House  at  Cold  Brook  March  1  7,  1835,  in  order  to  class  the  Trustees,  Rev. 
L.  C.  Rogers  was  appointed  to  draw  the  ballots,  whereupon  it  appeared 

Reuben  Robens,  Roswell  P.  Smith,  formed  the  first  class;  Joshua 
Overton,  Jeremiah  Smith,  formed  the  second  class;  Amos  H.  Beebee,  Aaron 
F.  Bates  and  Asa  Shaw  formed  the  third  class. 

At  the  above  time  and  place  Reuben  Robens  was  appointed  clerk  of 
the  1  rustees. 


Joshua  Overton, 
Secretary  for  the  meeting.” 
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The  Trustees  for  the  first  seventy-five  years  present  a  varied  list  of 
names.  The  following  comprise  that  list  with  the  date  of  their  election: 


Reuben  Robens . 

. Mar. 

11, 

1835 

Roswell  P.  Smith . 

1  1, 

1833 

Jeremiah  Smith . 

. Mar. 

1  1, 

1835 

Joshua  Overton . 

. Mar. 

11, 

1835 

Amos  H.  Beebee  . 

. Mar. 

11, 

1835 

Aaron  F.  Bates . 

. Mar. 

11, 

1835 

Asa  Shaw . 

1  1, 

1835 

Schuyler  Wheeler  . 

11, 

1836 

Abraham  Fish  . 

. Mar. 

4, 

1837 

Daniel  Garlock . 

. Mar. 

4, 

1837 

Orson  Moore . 

. Mar. 

3, 

1838 

Jacob  France  . 

. Mar. 

2, 

1839 

Abel  P.  Newberry  . 

7, 

1840 

David  Walrath . 

. Mar. 

6, 

1841 

Daniel  Carpenter  . 

. Mar. 

2, 

1843 

Benjamin  Walrath  . 

. Mar. 

6, 

1845 

Silvanus  Cooper  . 

. Mar. 

5, 

1846 

Heman  Hunt . 

9, 

1848 

Amos  Carpenter  . 

4, 

1852 

Benjamin  Fralick  . 

. Mar. 

3, 

1853 

Stephen  Smith . 

. Mar. 

2, 

1854 

William  Walters . 

. Mar. 

1. 

1855 

John  Benson . 

. Mar. 

1, 

1860 

Truman  J.  Walker  . 

. Mar. 

7, 

1861 

Waterman  Borden  . 

6, 

1862 

Roswell  E.  Perkins . 

3, 

1863 

Arnold  Fmree  . 

. Mar. 

2, 

1865 

Benjamin  Fralick  . 

. Mar. 

5, 

1868 

John  M.  Allen . 

. Mar. 

2, 

1871 

Gilbert  Allen . 

. Mar. 

4, 

1875 

Wallace  W.  Moon . 

. Mar. 

4, 

1875 

William  W.  Walters . 

. Mar. 

2, 

1876 

William  Vincent . 

. Mar. 

1, 

1877 

E.  J.  Lawton . 

. Feb. 

4. 

1883 

Howard  Newman . 

. Mar. 

7, 

1885 

Daniel  Conklin  . 

. Mar. 

10, 

1889 

William  Field . 

. Mar. 

13, 

1890 

C.  Henman  Payne  . 

. Mar. 

3, 

1892 
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Jacob  Rommel  . 

. Mar. 

3, 

1892 

Daniel  W.  Payne . 

. Mar. 

27, 

1894 

David  Clemens . 

. Mar. 

30, 

1896 

Ernest  Wilmot  . 

. Mar. 

3, 

1897 

Lewis  A.  Strobel  . 

1898 

John  R.  Swezey  . 

. Apr. 

17, 

1899 

William  H.  Rhodes . 

1900 

William  H.  Locke  . 

1900 

George  J.  Rommel . 

. Dec. 

15, 

1904 

Harry  B.  Head . 

. Dec. 

16, 

1907 

Roger  Rommel  . 

21, 

1908 

Charles  E.  Baker  . 

. Dec. 

20, 

1909 

Jesse  C.  Carpenter . 

. Dec. 

19, 

1910 

During  this  time  the  clerks  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  have  been  Joshua 
Overton,  Reuben  Robens,  Abraham  Fish,  who  was  a  local  preacher  who 
was  admitted  to  the  Oneida  Conference  and  discontinued ;  Amos  H.  Beebee, 
Abel  Newberry,  Daniel  Carpenter,  Heman  Hunt,  David  Walrath,  Roswell 
E.  Perkins,  William  W.  Walters,  John  M.  Allen,  Fred  A.  Monroe,  Wallace 
W.  Moon,  John  R.  Swezey.  Notable  for  the  length  of  their  service  as 
1  rustees  may  be  mentioned: 

Orson  Moore  44  years;  Jacob  France  44  years;  Abel  P.  Newberry 
27  years;  Amos  H.  Beebee  30  years;  John  M.  Allen  30  years. 

Methodism  made  its  growth  by  protracted  meetings  or  revivals.  In 
1837  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Royal  Houghton,  some  were  added  to  the 
church.  Orson  Moore  was  a  product  of  these  meetings.  The  most  sweeping 
revival  of  this  section  was  carried  on  in  1853  when  William  I.  Richards 
was  preacher  in  charge  of  this  Newport  Circuit,  assisted  by  Rev.  John  V. 
Ferguson,  then  a  local  preacher  residing  in  Ohio.  William  Walters, 
Sophronia  Carpenter,  Fannie  (Carpenter)  Walters  and  Celia  (Walters) 
Swezey  Newman  were  among  the  converts  of  this  day.  John  Benson  and 
his  wife  (Flezabeth  (Haylett)  Benson,  who  had  in  1851  come  from  Eng¬ 
land  and  were  Episcopalians,  became  awakened  and  united  with  the  Cold 
Brook  Church  at  this  time.  In  1859,  through  a  special  effort,  Waterman 
Borden  and  1  ruman  J.  Walker,  united  with  this  church.  In  these  days  there 
were  those  strongly  opposd  to  Methodism.  1  his  made  some  difference  among 
the  members,  which  was  hard  to  heal.  The  faithful  Cold  Brook  Methodists 
were  somewhat  t  mid.  Year  after  year  their  forces  were  strengthened  with 
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such  men  at  the  helm  as  Jacob  France,  Abel  P.  Newberry,  Orson  Moore, 
William  Walters,  Truman  J.  Walker  and  John  Benson.  They  must  forge 
ahead  under  leadership  from  the  laity. 

Another  factor  in  strengthening  Cold  Brook  Methodism  came  with  John 
Benson.  As  far  as  known  he  is  the  one  who  started  a  Sunday  School  in  the 
Cold  Brook  Church.  He  was  a  fine  person  with  children  and  young  people. 
His  wagon  and  sleigh  were  always  full  of  them  coming  to  the  Cold  Brook 
Church.  He  had  a  way  with  him  that  made  youngsters  love  him.  He  was 
always  having  musicals  and  entertainments.  Thomas  Davies  of  Utica,  often 
came  and  helped  with  the  music.  The  entertainments  were  built  around  such 
words  as  love,  service  and  patience  as  the  theme.  There  were  large  crowds 
who  came  to  listen  to  the  children.  Mr.  Benson  had  a  large  Sunday  school 
and  anyone  who  was  in  his  group  never  forgot  it. 

The  Cold  Brook  Church  was  far  ahead  of  many  of  her  sister  churches 
because  the  flock  here  sang  with  music.  Seventy  years  ago  Truman  J. 
Walker  furnished  the  instrument  which  was  a  bass  viol  that  he  himself  played, 
and  with  which  he  led  the  singing.  After  the  untimely  death  of  Truman  J. 
Walker,  a  melodeon  was  purchased  and  Mrs.  Mary  E.  France  Gay  officiated 
at  its  keyboard.  Lewis  Shedd  also  sang  in  the  choir.  Albert  Gay,  before 
he  was  the  husband  of  Mary  France,  went  to  a  course  of  musical  lectures. 
His  co-laborer,  Lewis  Shedd  composed  this  in  his  hymnal  soon  after  Albert 
Gay  took  this  step: 

“Albert  Gay  has  gone  away  to  a  musical  college; 

Soon  he  will  come  back  on  the  railroad  track 

With  his  head  full  of  musical  knowledge.” 

About  1 860  no  barn  could  have  looked  worse  than  the  Cold  Brook 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  building.  Once  red  ochre  and  once  yellow  ochre 
had  covered  its  boards.  Now  it  was  paintless  and  very  dilapitated  looking. 
It  was  a  one  room  affair  built  as  cheaply  as  could  be  for  the  day  of  1  828-9, 
but  answered  the  purpose  of  the  little  group  of  church  goers  for  over  thirty 
years.  It  was  time  something  was  done  for,  by  the  new  additions  to  the 
membership  of  the  last  few  years,  larger  impetus  and  greater  vision  was  given 
the  officials  to  go  ahead  to  repair  and  remodel  the  meeting  house. 

In  the  Norway  Church  Record  Book  of  which  circuit  Cold  Brook  Church 
was  a  part.  Rev.  Daniel  Fulford,  the  pastor,  wrote  in  1863: 
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“This  Society  (Cold  Brook)  has  had  and  still  has  much  against  it  in 
the  classes  of  spiritists,  infidels  of  every  phase,  and  Sabbatarians  that  reside 
in  that  community,  who  with  trip  power  militate  the  true  worship  and  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  first  day  of  the  week.  In  the  year  1861,  the  church  by  the 
indefatigable  exertions  and  extreme  self-denial  of  its  members  and  sympathy 
and  assistance  of  some  in  the  community  not  members,  was  substantially  and 
tastefully  repaired  and  furnished  with  an  excellent  bell.  The  spiritists  have 
prophesized  that  this  church  would  be  in  their  hands  in  less  than  six  years.” 
That  has  not  come  true  in  sixtyeight  years. 

It  was  a  very  mammoth  undertaking  for  about  forty  members  to  go 
ahead.  But  the  wise  planning  and  calculation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees: — 
Amos  H.  Beebee,  Stephen  Smith,  John  Benson,  Orson  Moore,  Truman 
J.  Walker,  William  Walters  and  Jacob  France  and  the  pastor.  Rev.  John 
W.  Roberts,  the  church  was  completely  renovated.  Several  at  that  time 
gave  $100  each  towards  the  repairs.  Two  that  gave  that  sum  were  Samuel 
S.  Benjamin  (not  a  member)  and  Jacob  France.  The  vestibule  and  steeple 
were  added  to  the  old  church  making  the  auditorium  the  remnant  of  the  first 
church.  The  gallery  extended  on  three  sides  and  it  was  reduced  to  one, 
the  side  facing  the  minister.  The  bell  was  brought  from  Herkimer  by  John 
Benson  with  his  team.  After  the  bell  was  installed  Elnora  A.  wife  of  May¬ 
nard  Baker,  was  the  first  to  ring  it. 

It  was  believed  that  the  newly  remodeled  church  edifice  was  rededicated 
December  19,  1861.  The  following  item  is  found  signed  by  Rev.  John 
W.  Roberts,  and  published  in  the  issue  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate 
of  December  4,  1861: 

“The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Village  of  Cold  Brook,  Her¬ 
kimer  County,  having  been  thoroughly  remodeled.  Providence  permitting,  will 
be  re-opened  for  the  worship  of  Almighty  God  on  the  1  9th  day  of  December 
next.  Sermon  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.,  by  Rev.  James  Erwin,  Presiding  Elder 
of  the  Rome  District;  preaching  at  7  o’clock  P.  M.,  by  Rev.  John  B.  Foote 
of  Rome,  pastor  of  First  Church.  Ministers  and  members  from  other  charges 
are  cordially  invited  to  attend.” 

When  Rev.  Daniel  Fulford  wrote  the  membership  for  Cold  Brook 
Church  in  1863  the  following  names  appear: 
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MEMBERS  OF  COLD  BROOK  CHURCH  IN  1863 


Helen  Benjamin, 
Emily  Jane  Benjamin 
Waterman  Borden, 
Frances  Borden, 

Lydia  A.  Barker, 
John  Benson, 
Elizabeth  Benson, 
George  Benson 
Sally  Bromley, 
Solomon  B.  Bingham, 
Ann  Maria  Bingham, 
Jane  Burburry, 
Sophronia  Carpenter, 
Nancy  Carpenter, 
Arnold  Emree, 

Ann  Emree, 

Jacob  France, 

Lucy  R.  France, 
Mary  E.  France, 
Benjamin  Fralick, 


Cornelius  Horn, 
Mary  Johnson, 

Sarah  Lamberson, 
Orson  Moore, 

Nancy  MaCumber, 
Achsah  McNeal, 
Rosa  M.  Neal, 
Lucinda  Newberry, 
Mary  Newberry, 
Abel  P.  Newberry, 
Betsey  Newberry, 
Rosetta  Pullman, 
Roswell  Perkins, 
Sophia  Perkins, 

Celia  A.  Swezey, 
Stephen  Smith, 
Diodama  Smith, 
William  Walters, 
Fannie  Walters, 
Leonora  C.  Walker, 
Orena  Vincent. 


1  his  above  list  constituted  the  Cold  Brook  Class  which  had  William 
Walters  for  class-leader. 
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MEMBERSHIP  IN  1871 

When  Cold  Brook  was  made  a  separate  charge  with  the  out  appoint¬ 
ments  of  Poland  and  Russia  in  1871,  Rev.  Lemuel  B.  Gray,  the  pastor 
found  the  Cold  Brook  Class  with  John  M.  Allen,  leader  and  the  following 
members : 


John  M.  Allen, 

Betsey  Newberry, 

Louisa  Allen, 

Achsah  McNeal, 

Gilbert  Allen, 

Rosetta  Pullman, 

John  Benson, 

Roswell  Perkins, 

El.zabeth  Benson, 

Sophia  Perkins, 

Waterman  Borden, 

Celia  A.  Newman, 

Frances  Borden, 

William  Walters, 

Mary  A.  Borden, 

Fannie  Walters, 

Lydia  A.  Barker, 

Jacob  France, 

George  Benson, 

Leonora  C.  France, 

Mary  Clemens, 

Ovilla  McNeal, 

Benjamin  Fralick, 

Achsah  Newberry, 

Cornelius  Horn, 

Jefferson  Moon, 

Orson  Moore, 

Sophia  Moon, 

Nancy  MaCumber, 

Mary  A.  Slocum, 

Lucinda  Newberry, 

Julia  E.  Slocum, 

Mary  Newberry, 

Daniel  Garlock, 

Abel  P.  Newberry, 

Sophronia  Garlock. 

During  the  last  sixty-five  years  the  Cold  Brook  Church  has  had  ac¬ 
cessions  through  special  services  and  the  faithful  efforts  of  the  ministers.  Thus 
the  personnel  of  this  church  as  recorded  by  Rev.  Daniel  Fulford  in  1863 
has  changed  by  removals,  death  and  accessions.  He  wrote  in  1  863 : 

“Some  revival  at  Cold  Brook.  At  an  ordinary  church  service  under 
the  preaching  of  Rev.  James  Stanton,  Jefferson  Moon  arose  and  went  to 
the  front  of  the  church  and  renounced  his  wicked  do  ngs  and  vowed  to  lead  a 
Christian  life.  It  was  an  important  step,  because  Jefferson  Moon  was  the 
village  “Squire”  and  a  man  of  prominence.  Rev.  Daniel  Austin,  beloved 
by  young  and  old  was  so  earnest  in  his  endeavors  to  win  men  to  the  Christian 
religion  that  he  walked  down  the  aisle  of  the  church  singing: 

“Come  all  ye  saints  to  Pisgah’s  Mountain; 

Come  view  your  home  beyond  the  tide,” 

He  plead  with  s  nners  to  yield. 
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In  1  883  a  month  of  evangelistic  meetings  were  held  by  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Homer  R.  Northrup,  assisted  by  Rev.  Charles  Henry  Ferguson  of  Cold 
Brook.  Very  few  were  converted  at  this  time.  Beginning  in  December  1887 
and  continuing  for  five  weeks  under  the  leadership  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  Francis 
Kingsley  Pierce,  revival  services  brought  twelve  ^to  profess  conversion.  In 
October  1889,  three  weeks  of  revival  meetings  in  charge  of  the  pastor.  Rev. 
Harvey  Casler  were  begun.  He  was  assisted  by  the  Evangelist,  Miss  Bessie 
Conway.  Sixteen  professed  conversion.  The  church  was  greatly  blessed, 
many  of  the  community  were  convicted  of  sin  and  many  resisted  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  During  the  second  term  of  Rev.  F.  K.  Pierce,  as 
pastor,  during  October  1893,  a  gracious  revival  visited  the  Cold  Brook 
church.  He  was  assisted  by  Evangelist  E.  W.  Gorton  of  Gloversville, 
who  labored  three  weeks  and  thirty  conversion  were  reported.  The  free¬ 
will  offering  for  the  Evangelist  amounted  to  $60. 

In  recent  years  additions  have  come  to  this  church  through  special 
services  in  the  pastorates  of  Revs.  Bruce  B.  Corbin  and  Fred  A.  Groesbeck. 
November  23,  1903,  Rev.  B.  B.  Corbin  began  evangelistic  services  in  the 
Cold  Brook  Church.  1  hey  continued  for  five  weeks.  Rev.  Samuel  Call 
of  Syracuse  and  Rev.  Jordan  R.  Fretz  of  Prospect,  assisted  by  each  giving 
five  nights  of  service.  All  departments  of  the  church  activity  were  greatly 
blessed  by  these  services.  Consequently  1 2  persons  united  with  the  church 
January  25,  1903.  Cold  Brook  had  not  known  in  many  years  such  a 
religious  awakening  as  took  place  in  February  1921,  during  the  pastorate 
of  F.  A.  Groesbeck.  The  Rev.  L.  C.  Robie  was  the  Evangelist  at  this 
time.  When  the  probationers  were  received  as  results  of  these  services,  Feb¬ 
ruary  26,  1921,  the  most  inspiring  service  of  that  season  was  conducted,  as 
Rev.  George  B.  Fairhead  of  Utica,  a  faithful  ambassador  of  Christ,  then 
in  his  87lh  year,  delivered  the  sermon.  He  is  now  hale  and  hearty  in  his 
95th  year. 

In  the  fall  of  1928  Rev.  George  H.  Williams,  Conference  Director  of 
Evangelism,  aided  the  pastor,  Marcus  A.  Bartlett,  in  a  campaign  of  Visita¬ 
tion  Evangelism.  Some  were  added  to  the  membership  roll  through  these 
efforts. 

I  he  building  that  has  housed  from  year  to  year  these  Methodist  wor¬ 
shipers  in  Cold  Brook  has  needed  repairs  and  new  furnishings  from  time 
to  time.  In  1882  the  church  was  repaired  at  a  cost  of  $235.  The  organ 
was  purchased  in  1 883  for  $  1 20.  In  October,  1 890,  the  Ladies  Aid 
Society  bought  two  new  stoves  for  the  church.  At  this  time  the  church  was 
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newly  carpeted,  frescoing  retouched,  woodwork  varnished,  gallery  enclosed 
and  fitted  for  a  prayer  room.  The  pulpit  furniture  and  altar  rail  were 
purchased  at  this  time.  Pulpit  furniture  was  memorial.  The  large  chair 
was  given  in  memory  of  William  Walters  by  his  children.  One  of  the  small 
chairs  was  given  in  memory  of  Truman  J.  Walker  and  Jacob  France  by  their 
wife  Leonora  A.  Walker.  The  other  small  chair  was  given  by  the  Sunday 
School  in  memory  of  John  Benson.  The  communion  table  was  given  by  John 
M.  Allen  in  memory  of  Louisa  G.  Allen.  The  pulpit  desk  was  given  by 
William  and  Rebecca  Field  in  memory  of  Josephine  Feld.  The  repairs 
and  refurnishings  cost  $335. 

The  church  parlors  were  the  next  addition  to  be  made  to  the  original 
church.  The  Trustees  of  the  Cold  Brook  Church  met  April  10,  1899  with 
John  M.  Allen  chairman,  and  Wallace  W.  Moon  secretary,  to  perfect  plans 
for  the  building  of  the  church  parlors.  It  seems  that  a  meeting  had  been 
held  previously  and  a  building  committee  consisting  of  Daniel  W.  Payne, 
William  H.  Rhodes  and  Charles  J.  Sweet  had  been  appointed.  They  were 
given  authority  “to  act  for  and  represent  said  church  and  citizens  to  build, 
construct  and  complete  and  erect  church  parlors  on  the  premises  of  said 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  property  to  be  attached  to  said  church.”  At 
this  meeting  the  committee  were  empowered  to  go  ahead  and  build  not  to 
exceed  $900.  1  he  contract  was  let  by  the  building  committee  to  Charles 

Fenner  for  $633.  The  annex  when  completed  was  very  satisfactory  to 
church  because  of  its  great  convenience.  The  total  cost  including  furnish¬ 
ings,  was  $1000.  This  was  finished  in  the  fall  of  1899. 

During  1901,  $245  were  spent  on  repairs  on  the  church,  consummated 
by  the  committee,  Daniel  W.  Payne,  John  R.  Swezey  and  William  H. 
Rhodes.  Outside  repairs  cost  $  1 48  and  inside  repairs  $98.  A  new  roof 
was  put  on  the  church,  the  walls  were  papered  and  the  interior  was  made 
more  comfortable  and  attractive.  In  the  fall  of  1 902  the  property  was 
made  more  accessible,  through  the  instrumentality  of  William  H.  Rhodes, 
who  caused  121  feet  of  cement  side  walk  to  be  laid.  I  he  walk  cost  $54. 

Extensive  repairs  were  made  in  1912  on  the  church  at  Cold  Brook. 

1  he  painting  of  the  church  building  cost  $156,  while  the  making  of  a  cellar 
and  installing  a  furnace  totaled  $285.  The  carpet  and  new  pews  called  for 
an  outlay  of  $566.  Over  $1000  were  spent  at  this  time.  This  was 
raised  with  nearly  $700  from  the  Ladies  Aid  Society;  nearly  $200  from  sub¬ 
scription  and  over  $100  from  William  H.  Rhodes. 
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During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Marcus  A.  Bartlett,  about  $4200  was 
spent  on  improvements  on  the  church  property.  The  last  $250  on  the 
church  parlors  was  paid  in  the  fall  of  1 929.  Thus  will  be  seen  that  all 
along  the  years  many  dollars  have  been  spent  on  the  property. 

In  the  long  ago  when  horses  were  the  means  of  travel  used  most  ex¬ 
tensively,  the  horse  sheds  behind  the  Cold  Brook  Church  were  built  and 
owned  by  Waterman  Borden,  Peter  Newman,  Truman  J.  Walker,  Jacob 
France  and  Orson  Moore.  One  stall  was  known  as  the  preachers.  By  1891 
the  sheds  were  in  great  need  of  repairs.  The  owners  did  not  wish  to  keep 
the  same  as  they  should  be ;  thus  they  surrendered  all  claim  to  the  sheds 
in  favor  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Cold  Brook  Church.  The  sheds  were  repaired 
that  year  at  a  cost  of  $  1  1  0.  In  March,  1  904,  the  horsesheds  were  broken 
down  by  the  heavy  snow.  In  the  fall  of  1  905  they  were  rebuilt  at  an  ex¬ 
pense  of  $200. 

When  Cold  Brook  became  a  separate  charge  in  1871,  the  minister 
had  to  have  a  place  to  live  in  the  village  of  Cold  Brook.  Different  houses 
were  hired  at  divers  times.  From  the  spring  of  1880  to  the  spring  of  1885, 
the  pastors,  Chase,  Holmes  and  Northup,  resided  in  the  Stillman  house. 

May  1,  1885,  nine  persons,  Wallace  W.  Moon,  Daniel  W.  Payne,  Miles 
Longshore,  David  Clemons,  Albert  Swezey,  John  M.  Allen,  Sophia  Moon, 
Samuel  Moon  and  A.  B.  Coonradt,  formed  themselves  into  a  society  called 
the  “Cold  Brook  H  ouse  Association.”  They  contributed  $100  each  and 
purchased  the  next  house  north  of  the  church  for  $900,  from  Louisa  G. 
Allen,  wife  of  John  M.  Allen.  The  Methodist  minister  had  first  chance 
to  rent  this  from  the  Association  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Cold  Brook  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Society  had  the  privilege  of  buying  the  house  for  $900  plus 
the  repairs  if  the  house  was  purchased  within  a  year.  1  he  Methodist  Society 
bought  the  house.  A  Deed  was  executed  June,  5,  1886,  between  Albert 
Swezey,  President  of  the  Cold  Brook  House  Association  and  the  Trustees 
of  the  Cold  Brook  Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  John  M.  Allen,  Wallace 
W.  Moon,  William  W.  Walters,  E.  J.  Lawton,  William  J.  Vincent  and 
Howard  Newman.  The  consideration  was  $953.  Rev.  Francis  K.  Pierce 
was  the  first  pastor  to  occupy  this  house.  The  balance  due  on  the  parsonage 
debt  was  provided  for  in  1887  and  finally  paid  in  1889  with  $50  spent  on 
improvements  on  the  barn  and  yard.  The  parsonage  was  painted  in  1 894 
for  $48. 


22 


CENTENNIAL  COLD  BROOK 


As  time  progressed  the  need  of  a  new  parsonage  was  felt.  The  Trustees 
of  the  Cold  Brook  Church  property  met  January  9,  1904  with  William  H. 
Locke,  chairman  and  John  R.  Swezey,  secretary.  At  this  meeting  it  was 
voted  to  build  a  new  parsonage  in  the  summer  of  1 904,  not  to  exceed  the 
cost  of  $2000,  William  H.  Locke  and  the  pastor,  Alfred  E.  Page,  were 
made  a  soliciting  committee  to  raise  the  subscription.  The  new  parsonage 
was  to  occupy  the  same  lot  as  the  old  one.  William  H.  Locke  was  appointed 
to  dispose  of  the  old  building.  That  he  d  d  to  Charles  Snyder  for  $200.  He 
removed  the  house  from  the  parsonage  lot  in  the  early  days  of  June,  1904. 
It  is  now  the  house  occupied  by  Arch  Blue.  The  Trustees  had  met  Leb' 
ruary  1,  1904,  and  appointed  as  building  committee,  James  W.  Moon, 
William  H.  Rhodes,  Rev.  Alfred  E.  Page,  Mrs.  Georgiana  Rhodes  and 
Mrs.  Ella  Rhodes. 

Thus  the  committee  proceeded  to  act.  Charles  Snyder  was  given  the 
contract  to  excavate  the  cellar  and  build  the  new  parsonage  cellar  wall  for 
$155.  Early  in  July  the  cellar  wall  was  completed  and  Charles  Fenner 
was  given  the  contract  to  build  the  house.  In  the  meantime  the  back  part  of 
the  parsonage  barn  had  been  torn  away  and  the  remaining  part  moved  back 
1 2  feet.  A  tile  drain  was  also  laid  draining  the  cellar.  The  wood  con¬ 
struction  of  the  house  began  about  July  10,  1904  and  was  completed  in 
the  first  days  of  January,  1905.  The  painting  and  finishing  of  the  interior 
of  the  house  was  done  by  Owens  &  Barnes  of  Poland.  The  house  began 
to  be  occupied  January  15,  1905,  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Alfred  E.  Page 
and  his  family.  From  the  middle  of  May  to  the  middle  of  December,  the 
pastor  and  his  family  resided  in  the  church  parlors.  The  rest  of  the  time 
they  stayed  in  the  home  of  William  H.  Rhodes.  4  he  following  spring  the 
lot  was  graded,  the  house  and  barn  were  completed  and  the  cement  walk 
built.  The  whole  amount  spent  was  $2906.  This  enterprise  could  not 
have  been  carried  to  such  a  successful  finish  in  as  large  a  scale  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  valiant  services  of  William  H.  Rhodes  and  the  Ladies  Aid 
Society,  headed  by  Mrs.  William  H.  Rhodes.  The  Ladies  Aid  raised 
over  $  1 400  by  ten-cent  teas  for  this  project.  William  H.  Rhodes  gave 
$600  in  cash  on  the  subscription  paper.  Other  large  gifts  were:  Rev.  Alfred 
E.  Page,  $100;  Senior  Christian  Endeavor,  $50;  John  R.  Swezey,  $50; 
A.  B.  Coonradt’s  Sons,  $50;  Charles  E.  Baker,  $25;  Junior  Christian 
Endeavor,  $25;  A.  E.  Rhodes,  $25;  Daniel  F.  Strobel,  $25;  James  W. 
Moon,  $25;  Harry  Field,  M.  D.,  $25;  Thomas  T.  Rhodes,  $24;  Sunday 
School,  $20. 
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Another  asset  to  the  Cold  Brook  Church  for  several  years  was  the 
Young  People’s  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor,  organized  by  the  paster, 
Harvey  Casler,  July  13,  1889.  During  the  ministry  of  F.  K.  Pierce, 
November  18,  1894,  a  Junior  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor  was  formed. 
These  have  played  their  part  well  in  Cold  Brook  Church  activity;  also  the 
Ladies  Aid  Society  have  done  their  share  to  make  it  a  successful  church. 
Mrs.  William  H.  Rhodes  has  been  the  efficient  president  for  25  years.  The 
Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  has  been  a  very  active  group  with  a 
small  band  of  heroic  women  working  for  this  worthy  cause.  Many  times 
they  have  put  to  shame  Auxil  aries  in  larger  churches.  Their  first  annual 
report  in  1922  showed  that  $231  had  been  raised. 

Times  were  hard  in  the  early  days  for  the  Cold  Brook  Methodists. 
Nevertheless,  they  soon  thought  of  others.  The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference 
for  Russia  Circuit  held  at  Norway  May  11,  1837:  “Resolved,  that  this 
Quarterly  Conference  approve  of  the  efforts  of  Brother  Fairchild  to  raise 
a  Tract  Society  and  that  he  leave  a  list  of  the  subscribers  names  for  the 
preacher  that  may  succeed  him.”  At  the  first  Quarterly  Conference  for 
Russia  Circuit  held  at  Middleville,  November  II,  1837:  “Resolved  that 
a  missionary  meeting  be  held  at  Norway  in  connection  with  the  dedication 
of  the  New  M.  E.  Chapel.”  The  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  Russia 
Circuit  held  at  Norway  December  30,  1837:  “Resolved  that  we  form 
ourselves  into  a  Circuit  Missionary  Society  Auxiliary  of  the  Black  River 
Conference  Missionary  Society.  At  the  Quarterly  Conference  for  Russia 
Circuit  held  February  19,  1841  :  “Resolved  to  abolish  the  old  missionary 
society ;  Resolved  that  we  organize  ourselves  into  a  missionary  society  on 
the  penny  a  week  plan.”  Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  the  pioneer  Methodists 
of  this  locality  were  missionary  spirited.  During  the  Conference  Year  1842, 
the  fifth  collect. on  (for  the  superannuated  ministers)  received  $17.32  from 
Russia  Circuit.  1  his  was  considered  a  missionary  matter  in  those  days. 
This  was  the  second  largest  gift  for  that  purpose  on  Herkimer  District.  The 
Missionary  Society  on  Russia  Circuit  raised  $59.36  during  the  same  year. 

There  has  been  a  large  growth  in  missionary  giving  during  the  last 
75  years.  In  1853  the  contributors  from  Cold  Brook  were:  Sarah  Lam- 
berson,  50  cents;  Harty  M.llington,  50  cents;  Orson  Moore  had  collected 
$5.32  j  Amos  H.  Beebee,  50  cents;  Mary  P.  Beebee,  50  cents.  Total  $7.32. 
In  1857  the  missionary  givers  were  Harty  Millington,  50  cents;  Sarah  Lam- 
berson,  50  cents;  Mary  France,  50  cents;  Jacob  France,  50  cents;  William 
Walters,  50  cents;  Helen  Benjamin,  50  cents;  Sundries,  $1.03;  Betsey 
Newberry,  50  cents;  Marion  H.  Walker  collected  $3.14,  sundries;  William 
W.  Walters,  50  cents;  J.  C.  Betticher,  50  cents;  Michael  S.  Smith,  50 
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cents.  I  otal,  $9.17.  In  1867  the  missionary  giving  was  $30.63  from  the 
Sunday  School.  In  1871  the  offering  for  missions  from  Cold  Brook  was 
$31.95.  The  large  contributors  were.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lemuel  B.  Gray,  $4; 
Peter  Newman,  $3;  John  Benson,  $3;  William  Walters,  $3;  Ebenezer 
N.  Walker,  $2;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  France,  $2;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
A.  France,  $2.  During  the  five-year  period  of  the  Centenary  of  America 
Methodist.  Missions,  Cold  Brook  pledged  $3325  and  paid  $2765.  I  hat 
makes  almost  an  increase  of  one  twenty  times  what  was  paid  in  a  year  50 
years  before. 

For  some  reason  the  number  of  young  people  sent  into  Christian  work 
is  very  small.  John  George  Benson,  now  a  retired  member  of  the  Northern 
New  York  Conference,  residing  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  joined  the  Cold 
Brook  Church  in  1861  and  was  active  in  the  work  of  the  church  here.  He 
went  to  F alley  Seminary,  Fulton,  N.  Y.,  through  the  influence  of  Professor 
John  Philander  Griffin,  who  married  his  wife  from  Russia.  J.  G.  Benson 
taught  school  and  tried  to  evade  the  call  to  preach  but  finally  yielded.  He  is 
beloved  on  the  many  charges  where  he  served.  Uriah  Schemerhorn  Beebee 
resided  within  the  bounds  of  this  charge  as  a  young  man.  He  held  promi¬ 
nent  charges  and  was  on  Districts  in  the  Central  New  York  Conference. 
Ira  H.  Corbin  of  the  Black  River  Conference  also  lived  as  a  young  man 
within  the  bounds  of  this  charge.  E.  H.  Joy  should  also  be  mentioned. 

A  group  of  men  who  seem  to  be  fast  dropping  out  of  sight,  are  the 
local  preachers.  Cold  Brook  has  had  but  few  of  these  strong  workers  of 
by-gone  days.  When  Rev.  Lemuel  B.  Gray  came  as  pastor  in  1871, 
Rev.  U.  S.  Hubbell,  a  local  preacher  residing  here  was  doing  all  the  preach¬ 
ing  Cold  Brook  had,  every  two  weeks.  Then  there  was  Mattison  W.  Chase, 
son  of  the  pastor,  William  S.  Chase.  M.  W.  Chase  held  his  Quarterly 
Conference  relations  here  while  he  was  a  student  in  Syracuse  University. 
David  H.  France,  brother  of  Jacob,  was  a  valued  assistant  in  this  church 
in  the  early  days. 

Cold  Brook  Methodism  since  its  inception  in  1825,  has  been  associated 
with  Herkimer,  Russia,  Newport  and  Norway  Circuits,  in  1871  it  became 
the  head  of  a  c.rcuit  and  has  remained  that  since  that  time.  One  hundred 
years  ago  the  circuit  extended  from  Schuyler  on  the  south;  Middleville  on 
the  east;  Ohio  on  the  north  and  Remsen  on  the  west.  Norway,  Black  Creek, 
Trenton,  Newport  and  Osborn  Hill  were  included  in  the  appointments.  The 
preachers  which  have  been  stationed  at  Cold  Brook  with  the  Presiding  Elders 
and  District  Superintendents  who  have  supervised  the  work  here  with  their 
respective  circuits,  conferences  and  districts,  follow: 
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MINISTERS  AND  PRESIDING  ELDERS. 
Cold  Brook  Church. 


Genesee  Conference 

Herkimer  Circuit 

Oneida  District 

1825 

Eleazer  Whipple 

Charles  Giles 

1826 

David  A.  Shepard 
John  H.  Wallace 

Dan  Barnes 

1827 

John  Ercanbrack 

Dan  Barnes 

1828 

Calvin  Hawley 

John  Ercanbrack 

Dan  Barnes 

Oneida  Conference 

1829 

Jonathan  Worthing 

Dan  Barnes 

1830 

David  H.  Kingsley 
Russia  Circuit 

Aaron  Adams 

George  Gary 

1831 

Darius  Simons 

Darius  Simons 

George  Gary 

Darius  Simons 

William  Tripp 

exchanged  part  of  year  for  Hiram  Shepard 

1832 

William  Tripp 

George  Gary 

1833 

Lyman  Mumford 
Eleazer  Whipple 

George  Gary 

Edward  L.  Wadsworth 

1834 

Almanzo  Blackman 

Lucius  C.  Rogers 

Elias  Bowen 

1  imothy  Ketchum 

(Dismissed) 

Harvey  E.  Chapin 

(Filled  out  year) 

1835 

John  Roper 

Elias  Bowen 

Harvey  E.  Chapin 

Black  River  Conference,  Russia  Circuit 

Herkimer  District 

1836 

John  Roper 

George  Gary 

1837 

Gershom  Fairchild 
John  G.  Whitcomb 

George  Gary 

1838 

James  E.  Downing 
Royal  Houghton 

George  Gary 

1839 

James  E.  Downing 
Royal  Houghton 

George  Gary 

John  R.  Jones 
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1840 

Miles  H.  Gaylord 

Darius  Mason 

Daniel  R.  Barnard 

Aaron  Adams 

1841 

Miles  H.  Gaylord 

Alvin  Robbins 

Aaron  Adams 

1842 

Warren  Turner 

John  W.  Jones 

George  Gary 

Newport  Circuit 

Herkimer  District 

1843 

George  C.  Woodruff 

William  W.  Ninde 
Rome  District 

1844 

George  C.  Woodruff 
John  Thomas 

Albert  D.  Peck 

1845 

Moses  G.  Cass 

William  Lawrence 

Albert  D.  Peck 

1846 

David  Chidester 

John  W.  Jones 

Albert  D.  Peck 

1847 

David  Chidester 

John  W.  Jones 

Benjamin  I.  Diefendorf 

1848 

John  Slee 

Benjamin  I.  Diefendorf 

David  H.  Lrance  (Supply) 

1849 

John  Slee 

Eleazer  Whipple 

Benjamin  I.  Diefendorf 

1850 

Lranklin  Hawkins 
Eleazer  Whipple 
Ralph  L.  Fraser 

Isaac  L.  Hunt 

1851 

Benjamin  Phillips 
Ralph  L.  Fraser 

Isaac  L.  Hunt 

1852 

Benjamin  Phillips 
Ralph  L.  Fraser 

Isaac  L.  Hunt 

1853 

\Villiam  I.  Richards 

Isaac  L.  Hunt 

John  V.  Ferguson  (Supply) 

1854 

William  I.  Richards 

Burroughs  Holmes 

1855 

Richard  Redhead 
Pomeroy  Wright 

Burroughs  Holmes 

Norway  Circuit 

Rome  District 

1856 

James  Wells 

Burroughs  Holmes 

1857 

James  Wells 

Gardner  Baker 
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1858 

John  N.  Brown 

Gardner  Baker 

1859 

John  N.  Brown 

Gardner  Baker 

1860 

John  W.  Roberts 

Gardner  Baker 

1861 

John  W.  Roberts 

James  Erwin 

1862 

James  B.  Barnes 

James  Erwin 

1863 

Daniel  Fulford 

James  Erwin 

1864 

Daniel  Fulford 

James  Erwin 

1865 

Daniel  Fulford 

John  B.  Foote 

1866 

Daniel  Austin 

John  B.  Foote 

1867 

Daniel  Austin 

John  B.  Foote 

1868 

Daniel  Austin 

John  B.  Foote 

Central  New  York  Conference,  Norway  Circuit  Herkimer  District 

1869 

James  Stanton 

Albert  B.  Gregg 

1870 

James  Stanton 

Cold  Brook 

Albert  B.  Gregg 

1871 

Lemuel  B.  Gray 

Albert  B.  Greeg 

1872 

Lemuel  B.  Gray 

Albert  B.  Gregg 

Northern  New  York  Conference  Cold  Brook  Charge 

,  Herkimer  District 

1873 

Lemuel  B.  Gray 

Albert  E.  Corse 

1874 

Pomeroy  Wright 

Albert  E.  Corse 

1875 

Pomeroy  Wright 

Albert  E.  Corse 

1876 

Jonathan  G.  Brooks 

Albert  E.  Corse 

1877 

Jonathan  G.  Brooks 

Thomas  B.  Shepherd 

1878 

Charles  W.  Brooks 

Thomas  B.  Shepherd 

1879 

William  S.  Chase 

Thomas  B.  Shepherd 

1880 

William  S.  Chase 

Thomas  B.  Shepherd 

1881 

Othniel  Holmes 

Henry  W.  Bennett 

1882 

Othniel  Holmes 

Henry  W.  Bennett 

1883 

Homer  R.  Northrup 

Henry  W.  Bennett 

1884 

Homer  R.  Northrup 

Henry  W.  Bennett 

1885 

Francis  K.  Pierce 

William  Watson 

1886 

Francis  K.  Pierce 

William  Watson 

1887 

Francis  K.  Pierce 

William  Watson 

1888 

Harvey  Casler 

William  Watson 

1889 

Harvey  Casler 

William  Watson 

1890 

Harvey  Casler 

William  Watson 

1891 

Harvey  Casler 

David  F.  Pierce 

1892 

Harvey  Casler 

Wilbur  F.  Markham 

1893 

Francis  K.  Pierce 

Wilbur  F.  Markham 

1894 

Francis  K.  Pierce 

Wilbur  F.  Markham 
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1895 

Francis  K.  Pierce 

Wilbur  F.  Markham 

1896 

Francis  K.  Pierce 

Wilbur  F.  Markham 

1897 

Francis  K.  Pierce 

Wilbur  F.  Markham 

1898 

William  J.  Hart 

Charles  E.  Miller 

1899 

William  J.  Hart 

Charles  E.  Miller 

1900 

William  J.  Hart 

Charles  E.  Miller 

1901 

William  J.  Hart 

Charles  E.  Miller 

1902 

Bruce  B.  Corbin 

Charles  E.  Miller 

J.  F.  Rathbun  appointed  but  would  not  serve. 

1903 

Alfred  E.  Page 

Charles  E.  Miller 

1904 

Alfred  E.  Page 

Wm.  H.  MacClenthen 

1905 

Alfred  E.  Page 

Wm.  H.  MacClenthen 

1906 

Alfred  E.  Page 

Wm.  H.  MacClenthen 

1907 

Clarence  V.  Haven 

Wm.  H.  MacClenthen 

1908 

Clarence  V.  Haven 

Wm.  H.  MacClenthen 

1909 

Benton  S.  Swartz 

Wm.  H.  MacClenthen 

1910 

Wallace  M.  Brashears  David  F.  Pierce 

191  1 

Wallace  M.  Brashears 

>  David  F.  Pierce 

1912 

Clark  A.  Robinson 

David  F.  Pierce 

1913 

Clark  A.  Robinson 

David  F.  Pierce 

1914 

Clark  A.  Robinson 

David  F.  Pierce 

1915 

Clark  A.  Robinson 

David  F.  Pierce 

1916 

Arthur  E.  Darling 

Herbert  W.  Markham 

1917 

Arthur  E.  Darling 

Herbert  W.  Markham 

1918 

Albert  A.  Lawrence 

Herbert  W.  Markham 

1919 

Fred  A.  Groesbeck 

Herbert  W.  Markham 

1920 

Fred  A.  Groesbeck 

Herbert  W.  Markham 

1921 

Fred  A.  Groesbeck 

Herbert  W.  Markham 

1922 

Ada  Merritt 

Herbert  W.  Markham 

1922 

Glenna  B.  Ford 

Eugene  H.  Joy 

1923 

Marcus  A.  Bartlett 

Eugene  H.  Joy 

1924 

Marcus  A.  Bartlett 

Eugene  H.  Joy 

1925 

Marcus  A.  Bartlett 

George  F.  Shepherd 

1926 

Marcus  A.  Bartlett 

George  F.  Shepherd 

1927 

Marcus  A.  Bartlett 

George  F.  Shepherd 

1928 

Marcus  A.  Bartlett 

(Died  in  December) 

1928 

William  J.  Hart 

(Filled  out  year) 

1929 

Roger  F.  Williams 

George  F.  Shepherd 
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COLD  BROOK  FAMILIES 

Several  of  the  old  families  of  the  Cold  Brook  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  deserve  more  than  passing  mention.  Of  the  families  of  whom  much 
might  be  said  if  the  records  were  more  than  fragmentary  are  Beebee,  Carpenter, 
Robens,  Payne,  Walker,  Walters,  Vincent.  Others  might  have  been  men¬ 
tioned  if  records  could  have  been  secured. 

BEEBEE. 

In  1  796  Amos  and  Silas  Beebee  came  to  Swezey  Hill,  town  of  New¬ 
port,  from  the  town  of  Southold,  vicmity  of  Orient,  Suffolk  County,  Long 
Island,  New  York.  They  settled  on  farms  in  that  neighborhood.  Amos 
Beebee  was  the  son  of  Elnathan  and  Eunice  (Harris)  Beebee.  Silas  Beebee 
was  believed  to  be  the  son  of  Silas  and  Lydia  (Terry)  Beebee.  Their 
fathers  were  brothers.  Thus  they  were  cousins.  The  wives  of  Amos  and 
Silas  Beebee  were  sisters  and  daughters  of  James  and  Katherine  (Sheffield) 
King.  They  were  second  cousins  to  their  husbands  because  James  King, 
Silas  and  Elnathan  Beebee  were  first  cousins.  The  Beebee  wives  had  a  sister 
Miss  Bashua  King,  who  was  born  March  3,  1733  and  died  August  18, 
1842,  and  had  a  brother  James  King,  Jr.,  who  died  September  19,  1838, 
aged  83  and  was  buried  at  North  Gage.  James  King,  Sr.,  who  was  born 
July  21,  1718,  who  died  September  25,  1  804,  and  his  daughter  Miss  Bashua 
are  buried  in  the  Swezey  Hill  (Bromley  District)  cemetery.  All  the  old 
generations  of  Beebee’s  rest  in  the  same  place. 

Amos  Beebee  was  born  January  7,  1764;  married  January  29,  1788 
to  Abigail  King;  died  May  23,  1800.  His  wife  was  born  September  28, 
1760  and  died  July  12,  1803.  They  were  not  very  long  lived  after  they 
reached  their  Newport  house,  which  was  then  Norway.  Their  seven  orphaned 
children,  the  oldest  ten  years  at  his  death  and  the  youngest  two  months,  were 
reared  in  the  family  of  cousin,  Silas  Beebee.  Amos  Beebee  saw  that 
death  was  imminent  and  as  a  resident  of  Norway,  N.  Y.,  made  his  will 
April  15,  1800.  It  was  signed  in  the  presence  of  the  witnesses,  Isaac 
Norton,  Samuel  Newberry,  Bartholomew  King.  He  named  as  Execu¬ 
tors,  Henry  Hathaway,  Silas  Beebee  and  Joseph  Terry.  The  family  records 
of  Amos  Beebee  were  written  in  a  Bible  which  was  printed  in  Edinburgh 
in  1  766.  The  children  of  Amos  and  Abigail  (King)  Beebee  were  Jason, 
Amos  Harris,  Hannah,  Nabby,  Lovina,  1  emperance  and  Mary. 

Jason  Beebee  son  of  Amos  was  born  July  11,1  790  at  Orient,  Suffolk 
County,  N.  Y.  Married  Nancy  Terry,  born  July  1,  1799  on  Long  Island, 
died  August  19,  1880,  at  Westmoreland,  N.  Y.  He  died  November  18, 
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1870  at  Westmoreland,  N.  Y.  They  resided  at  Newport, Chuckery  Corners 
near  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  and  their  last  days  at  Westmoreland.  Jason  Beebee 
and  wife  with  their  children  are  buried  in  Forest  Hill  cemetery,  Utica,  N.  Y. 
Their  children  were  Adaline  Jane,  Susan  Elizabeth  and  Uriah  Schermer- 
horn. 

Adaline  J.  Beebee  was  born  February  14,  1825  in  Newport;  died 
October  10,  1900  at  Westmoreland,  N.  Y.  Her  husband  was  Allen 
Groves.  Their  children  were  Eugene  A.,  Albert  D.,  Lavello  J.,  Leslie  R. 
and  Leona  W.  The  Groves  family  resided  at  Westmoreland. 

Susan  E.  Beebee  was  born  August  29,  1826  in  Newport;  married 
April,  1853  to  Joseph  White  who  was  born  April  10,  1827,  died  Novem¬ 
ber  17,  1904  in  Utica,  N.  Y.  Susan  E.  White  died  November  8,  1885 
in  Utica,  N.  Y.  She  was  converted  in  1837  in  the  revival  which  so  affected 
Cold  Brook  Methodism.  One  made  remarks  as  he  beheld  her  kneeling 
at  the  altar  for  prayer  ‘That  little  girl  does  not  know  what  she  wants.’  She 
did  know,  however,  and  through  a  consecrated  and  most  useful  life  she 
demonstrated  that  she  did  know  and  with  all  vigor  of  her  positive  nature 
she  laid  hold  on  Christ  and  received  Him  as  her  “wisdom,  righteousness, 
santification  and  redemption.”  She  was  a  cultured,  gifted,  consecrated  and 
remarkably  useful  Christian  woman.  4  o  her  polished  mind  she  added 
spiritual  life.  Her  intellect,  heart,  time,  money  and  life  were  spent  in 

uplifting  humanity,  doing  good  and  for  the  church.  She  was  a  very  success¬ 

ful  Bible  Claes  teacher.  When  she  moved  to  Ut  ca  she  united  with  the 
State  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  At  the  formation  of  the  First 
Church  there  in  1  869,  she  became  a  member.  She  had  two  sons,  Albert 
S.  White  of  Utica  and  Professor  Andrew  C.  White  of  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity,  who  now  resides  424  Dryden  Road,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

Uriah  Schemerhorn  Beebee  was  born  March  8,  1835  in  Newport  and 
died  July  15,  1894  at  Union,  N.  Y.  He  never  married.  He  was  con¬ 
verted  in  1  849  and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  education 
was  received  at  Whitestown  Seminary  and  Cazenovia  Seminary,  where  he 
graduated  in  1  862.  Later  in  life  he  was  fourteen  years  on  their  Board  of 

1  rustees  and  ten  years  Chairman.  At  Clockville,  New  Hartford  and 

Oneida  he  was  teacher  and  principal  of  their  schools.  In  1  869  he  yielded  to 
a  call  to  the  Christian  ministry  and  joined  the  Central  New  York  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Nine  years  he  was  in  the  Pastorate 
and  fifteen  years  on  Districts.  His  appointments  were  Cato;  Fair  Haven; 
Syracuse,  Delaware  Street  (now  Brown  Memor.al)  ;  Auburn,  Wall  Street. 
Financial  Agent  Syracuse  University;  Auburn;  Geneva  and  Cazenovia 
Districts. 
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Amos  Harris  Beebee,  son  of  Amos  was  born  October  7,  1791  in 
Orient,  N.  Y. ;  married  1st.  Lydia  Hathaway,  2nd  Mary  P.  Wood,  born 
1813,  died  1899.  He  moved  to  Newport  with  his  father’s  fam  ly  in 
1  796.  He  continued  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Newport  at  Swezey  Hill 
and  Braytons  Corners,  where  he  lived  on  the  farm  afterwards  owned  by 
Albert  W.  Brayton,  until  the  fall  of  1 864  when  he  moved  to  the  town  of 
Boylston,  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  near  Sandy  Creek.  There  he  resided 
until  his  death  December  7,  1871.  He  is  buried  in  the  Wesleyan  Method¬ 
ist  cemetery  at  Boylston  beside  his  second  wife.  He  was  a  farmer  all  his 
life.  Much  could  be  said  concerning  Amos  H.  Beebee  as  a  church  man. 
He  was  very  punctual  at  every  service.  The  business-meetings  of  the  church 
never  escaped  him.  His  name  is  always  listed  as  one  of  those  present  at 
a  Circuit  Quarterly  Conference.  Even  if  it  was  in  Remsen  or  Barneveld 
he  would  be  present.  He  was  a  Steward  and  Trustee  for  over  35  years. 
He  was  the  first  Class  Leader  in  this  the  Cold  Brook  Church  and  held  that 
office  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  was  a  great  believer  in  the 
Missionary  Cause  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  When  other  mem¬ 
bers  in  good  standing  were  giving  fifty  cent  pieces  for  missions  he  was  giving 
a  five  dollar  bill. 

As  a  young  man  Amos  H.  Beebee  was  greatly  prejudiced  against  the 
“shouting  Methodists.”  But  when  he  was  converted  he  felt  it  was  his  duty 
to  join  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  always  maintained  that  great 
zeal  and  enthusiasm  for  the  Methodists  that  he  had  when  he  was  first  con¬ 
verted.  He  was  ever  a  very  devout  Christian.  Only  highest  words  were 
ever  spoken  of  him.  He  commanded  the  respect  of  every  community  where 
he  lived.  “After  so  many  years  his  voice  still  cries  ‘Righteouness’  from  the 
grave.”  George  Washington  Rudd  of  Sandy  Creek  tells  this  anecdote:  “His 
father  loaned  Amos  H.  Beebee  a  stock  horse  for  breeding  purposes.  When 
Mr.  Rudd  went  to  get  his  pay  Mr.  Beebee  said  ‘Come  right  in.’  I  know  what 
you  want.  I  have  the  money  ready.”  He  did  not  want  to  be  in  debt  and 
was  always  very  anxious  not  to  be  dunned  if  he  owed  a  man.  He  was 
strictly  honest.  Amos  H.  Beebee  was  a  very  spiritual  man  and  always 
ready  to  give  his  testimony  in  a  service.  After  leaving  Herkimer  County 
he  was  interested  in  Methodist  churches  in  Boylston  and  Sandy  Creek. 
John  J.  Hollis  and  George  W.  Rudd  of  Lacona,  N.  Y.,  well  remember 
him.  Late  in  life  a  cancer  of  the  lip  which  caused  his  death,  developed  and 
greatly  disfigured  his  face.  He  bore  it  with  great  patience. 

Lydia  (Hathaway)  Beebee  the  first  wife  of  Amos  H.  Beebee  was 
born  in  1794  and  died  April  9,  1851  in  Newport.  She  was  converted 
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at  the  age  of  1  5  in  1  809  and  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  remained  a  devoted  member  of  that  church  until  death.  Her  home  was 
the  Methodist  itinerants  stopping  place  and  she  was  ever  attending  to  the 
wants  of  these  heralds  of  the  Cross.  With  great  fortitude  for  many  years, 
she  endured  her  afflictions,  suffering  from  dropsy.  She  had  no  children. 

Amos  H.  and  Mary  P.  (Wood)  Beebee  had  3  children;  (1)  Calista 
A.  Beebee  born  1854.  Married  a  Cahoon.  They  had  7  children,  of  whom 
two  are  Stephen  D.  Cahoon,  Alton,  N.  Y.,  and  Osmond  Cahoon,  Sodus, 
N.  Y.,  Mrs.  Calista  A.  Cahoon  now  resides  at  North  Rose,  N.  Y. 

(2)  Amos  Eugene  Beebee  (1855-1900),  has  the  following  living 
children:  Mary  Ophelia  Bretch,  Oswego,  N.  Y. ;  Ernest  Lawrence  Beebee, 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. ;  Erwin  Haulstead  Beebee,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ;  Arnold  Jason 
Beebee,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ;  Edith  May  Beebee,  Fulton,  N.  Y. ;  Olive  Calista 
Beebee,  Fulton,  N.  Y.  Two  sons  are  dead,  Amos  Harris  and  Orra  Willis 
Beebee  who  left  sons  Paul  and  Hawthorne  Beebee  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

(3)  Lydia  P.  Beebee  was  born  in  1858. 

Hannah  Beebee  daughter  of  Amos  and  sister  of  Amos  H.,  was  born 
June  28,  1793  in  Orient,  N.  Y. ;  married  1815  Ryer  Schermerhorn,  son 
of  Jacob  R.  and  Lucretia  (Covert)  Schermerhorn,  born  1  786  in  Schodack, 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.  He  died  September  1  1,  1834.  She  died  May 
23.  1845.  Both  are  buried  at  North  Gage  where  they  lived.  As  a  young 
man  Ryer  Schermerhorn  came  with  his  father  to  Deerfield  township.  There 
Ryer  was  a  tanner,  shoemaker  and  farmer.  He  had  a  first  wife  Bersheba 
Beebee  who  was  born  May  1,  1790  and  died  December  29,  1814.  She 
is  buried  in  the  Swezey  cemetery.  Ryer  and  Hannah  (Beebee)  Schermer¬ 
horn  had  children,  Bersha,  Harriett,  Jason  Beebee,  Louise,  William  B., 
Julia,  Mary. 

Nabby  Beebee,  daughter  of  Amos,  was  born  November  18,  1794  in 
Orient,  N.  Y.  Her  husband  was  Nadah  Hathaway. 

Lovina  Beebee,  daughter  of  Amos,  was  born  June  25,  1  796  in  Orient, 
N.  Y. ;  married  Stephen  Case,  born  February  24,  1  794,  died  March  8, 
1878,  son  of  Wheeler  and  Mercy  (Merritt)  Case.  His  first  wife  was  her 
s’ster  Mary  Beebee.  Stephen  and  Lovina  (Beebee)  Case  resided  in  Nor¬ 
way,  N.  Y.  1  hey  were  memebrs  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  there. 
Lovina  Beebee  Case  died  September  17,  1873.  They  had  3  children: 
Silas  B.  Case,  Salisbury;  Lydia  Snyder,  Norway;  Lovina  Hall,  Norway. 
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Temperance  Beebee,  daughter  of  Amos,  was  born  April  27 ,  1  798  in 
Newport,  N.  Y.  Her  husband  was  Daniel  Overton.  She  died  August 
25,  1828. 

Mary  Beebee,  daughter  of  Amos,  was  born  March  30,  1800  in  New¬ 
port,  N.  Y.  She  was  the  first  wife  of  Stephen  Case,  who  married  her  sister 
Lovina.  She  died  September  3,  1 828. 

Silas  Beebee,  Sr.,  cous  n  of  Amos,  was  born  August  1,  1  763  on  Long 
Island.  Married  Polly  King  who  died  December  12,  1847  aged  84. 
Silas  Beebee  died  Oc’ober  9,  1854.  He  came  from  Orient,  N.  Y.,  in 
1  796  and  settled  cn  a  farm  on  Swezey  Hill  in  Newport.  Silas  and  Polly 
(King)  Beebee  had  children:  Sylvester,  who  was  drowned  March  17,  1811 
in  his  24th  year.  Bersheba  (1790-1814)  married  Ryer  Schermerhorn. 
Mary,  Silas,  Jr.,  Sidney  and  James. 

Mary  Beebee,  daughter  of  Silas,  Sr.,  was  born  May  20,  1  792  in 
Orient,  N.  Y.  She  married  David  Merritt  Case,  born  May  1 3,  1 792, 
died  August  28,  1834',  the  son  of  Wheeler  and  Mercy  (Merritt)  Case. 
They  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Poland.  Their  children  were  Juliette,  David, 
Wheeler,  Eliza,  Silas,  Marshall,  Mary,  Antha,  Cheney.  Frank  Howe  of 
Poland  is  descended  from  this  family.  Also  the  Rev.  Howard  L.  Rixon  of 
Groton,  N.  Y.  H  is  mother  was  Antha  (Case)  Rixon.  He  is  a  minister 
of  the  Central  New  York  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Silas  Beebee,  Jr.,  son  of  Silas,  Sr.,  was  born  1  794  and  died  May  3, 
1858.  His  wife  was  Antha  Pardee,  born  January  15,  1802  and  died 
February  2,  1854.  Their  children  were  William  P.  (1831-1852);  Hu¬ 
man  (1827-1849);  Addison  (1823-1894);  Josiah  and  Sylvester.  Addi¬ 
son  Beebee  married  and  had  children,  Antha  L.  Treat,  Mary  E.  Walker, 
Frances  H.  Beebee,  Truman  S.  Beebee.  He  lived  in  Holland  Patent,  N.  Y. 

Sidney  Beebee,  son  of  Silas,  Sr.,  was  born  July  21,  1806  in  Russia, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  May  31,  1881  at  Oneida  Lake,  Madison  County,  N.  Y 
His  second  wife  was  Sarah  Coon,  born  April  2,  1820  in  Trenton,  N.  Y., 
and  died  November  7,  1 869  in  town  of  Lenox,  Madison  County,  N.  Y. 
She  experienced  religion  under  Rev.  D.  McCoon  in  1 846  and  joined  the 
Baptist  Church.  In  1 848  she  married  Sidney  Beebee  and  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her  son  is  Rev.  W.  Townsend 
Beebee  of  Oneida  Valley,  N.  Y.,  who  is  a  local  preacher  and  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Canastota,  N.  Y.  The  other  children 
of  Sidney  Beebee  were  Rev.  Charles  E.,  of  Northern  New  York  Conference; 
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Rev.  James  Freeman  of  Central  New  York  Conference;  Truman,  Sarah, 
David,  all  of  these  children  were  persons  of  thorough  religious  integrity. 

James  Beebee,  son  of  Silas,  Sr.,  died  June  1,  1902,  aged  88.  His 
wife  Elizabeth,  died  July  7,  1868,  aged  62.  He  spent  his  life  in  Poland 
where  he  was  Postmaster  for  many  years.  His  children  were  George, 
Silas,  Mary  Cruikshank  and  Sarah  Smith.  Sarah  Smith,  aged  83,  resided 
with  her  daughter  Addie  (Mrs.  J.  C.  Kilhan)  1  renton,  N.  J. 

CARPENTER. 

Amos  Carpenter  was  born  June  31,  1776  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  one  of 
ten  children  of  Nathaniel  and  Susannah  (Read)  Carpenter.  Nathaniel  Car¬ 
penter  was  first  Captain  and  then  Major  of  troops  in  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  After  the  war  he  moved  to  Savoy,  Berkshire  County,  Mass.  Amos 
Carpenter  moved  from  Savoy,  Mass.,  as  an  early  settler  of  Cold  Brook. 
H  e  was  a  farmer.  He  assisted  in  the  first  burial  service  in  the  town  of 
Russia.  His  wife  was  Charlotte  Briggs,  daughter  of  Phineas  Briggs.  She 
was  born  August  27,  1773  and  died  August  31,  1853  in  Cold  Brook. 
Amos  Carpenter  died  in  1857  in  Cold  Brook.  The  children  of  Amos  and 
Charlottee  (Briggs)  Carpenter  as  far  as  known,  were:  Lemuel,  Daniel, 
Samuel,  Fannie  and  Sophronia. 

Phineas  Briggs,  father  of  Mrs.  Amos  Carpenter,  was  born  April  15, 
1  750  in  Norton,  Bristol  County,  Mass.  He  married  first  Sarah  Hall,  who 
was  born  February  15,  1750  and  died  February  13,  1813.  He  married 

again;  Rhoda  - ,  who  died  February  20,  1842  aged  83,  at  Cold 

Brook.  Phineas  Briggs  died  February  10,  1843  in  his  93rd  year,  at  Cold 
Brook.  The  children  of  Phineas  and  Sarah  (Hall)  Briggs  were  Lemuel 
Briggs,  born  May  23,  1773,  died  April  9,  1826,  married  Content  Colton. 
He  was  in  the  war  of  1812  at  Sacketts  Harbor.  Charlotte  Briggs  (Mrs. 
Amos  Carpenter).  Esther  Briggs,  born  October  1,  1777;  Phineas  Briggs, 
Jr.,  born  March  26,  1780,  died  April  1,  1833;  Nancy  Briggs,  born  March 
3,  1782. 

Phineas  Briggs  was  a  Revolutionary  Soldier.  He  enlisted  service  in 
April  1775,  on  the  Roxbury  Alarm.  Again  in  April  1773  he  entered 
the  United  States  service  for  8  months  and  served  under  Captain  Silas  Cobb, 
Colonel  Walker  and  General  Putnam.  When  this  enlistment  terminated  he 
returned  home  and  in  December  1775  was  enrolled  as  in  Captain  Seth 
Smith’s  company  as  a  minute  man  and  so  continued  until  the  end  of  the 
war.  He  was  called  to  Warren,  Mass.,  and  arrived  there  soon  after  the 
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town  was  burned.  He  was  called  to  Bristol,  Rhode  Island  under  General 
Sullivan.  He  applied  for  a  government  pension  October  8,  1832,  aged  82, 
while  residing  in  Russia,  N.  Y.  His  file  number  is  S  12328.  To  get  his 
pension  William  Corey  and  Elisha  Hall  ,  Revolutionary  soldiers  of  the 
town  of  Russia,  had  to  depose  their  acquaintance  and  credence,  as  did  Jabez 
Briggs,  a  cousin  of  Phmeas,  who  resided  1832  in  Colrain,  Mass.  Jabez 
Briggs  stated  that  he  served  as  Fifer  in  Captain  Silas  Cobb’s  company  be¬ 
ginning  April,  1775  for  8  months  and  in  Captain  Smith’s  company  of 
Artillery  and  Phineas  Br.ggs  was  in  both  companies.  Phineas  Briggs  moved 
to  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  about  1785,  to  Savoy,  Mass.,  about  1791  and  to 
Russia,  N.  Y.,  about  1  797. 


ROBENS. 

William  Robens  the  first  known  of  that  name  in  this  family  was  born 
in  Yorkshire,  England  and  came  to  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  with  his 
parents.  About  1756  they  settled  on  the  farm  in  Stillwater,  Saratoga  County, 
N.  Y.,  which  was  in  five  generations  of  the  family,  more  than  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  years.  Their  land  was  a  large  tract  which  extended  from 
the  present  village  of  Wayville  to  the  Hndson  River  on  Lot  14.  They  must 
have  had  squatters  rights  for  on  January  29,  1803  William  Robens  received 
a  deed  to  it  from  Evert  Vandenburg  and  others.  At  one  time  there  were 
7  log  houses  on  this  farm.  Some  of  the  cellars  may  be  seen  today.  When 
the  British  came  from  the  North  during  the  Campaign  of  1777,  because  the 
Robens  lived  but  a  few  miles  from  Bemis  Heights  Battle  ground,  some  of 
the  family  went  back  to  Dutchess  County  by  ox  team.  (  They  were  by  no 
means  1  ories.)  Williams  Robens  was  a  cripple  and  could  not  fight.  When 
they  had  returned  they  found  but  one  log-house  burned  and  the  hide  of  their 
spotted  hog  hanging  in  a  tree. 

William  Robens,  Sr.,  was  born  December,  1  745,  and  died  January 
20,  1838  in  Stillwater,  N.  Y.  He  with  his  wives  and  a  few  other  members 
of  the  family  are  buried  in  the  old  family  burying  grounds  on  the  new  cement 
road  from  Luthers  on  Lake  Saratoga  to  Bemis  Heights.  It  overlooks  the  rem¬ 
nant  of  the  old  farm  on  which  there  is  another  cemetery  where  his  son,  David 
and  family  are  buried.  William  Robens,  Sr.,  made  his  will  March  30,  1837. 

I  he  witnesses  were  Tyler  Dunham,  Benjamin  Hicks  and  Henry  Ferris.  The 
Executors  were  Tyler  Dunham  and  David  Robens,  his  son.  Besides  other 
property  the  inventory  of  his  estate  totalled  $3580.57,  a  good  sum  in  those 
days.  W.lham  Robens,  Sr.,  was  married  twice.  His  first  wife  was  Sarah 
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- ,  who  died  February  27,  1803  aged  35.  The  second  wife  was 

Polly  - ,  born  March  9,  1  758  and  died  June  23,  1843.  William 

Sr.,  and  Sarah  ( - )  Robens  had  8  children. 

( 1  )  William  Robens,  Jr.,  came  to  the  town  of  Russia,  N.  Y.,  in 
1  792.  He  had  200  acres  on  a  contract  from  then  until  1  797.  Finally  for 
$220  July  29,  1801  he  received  a  deed  from  John  Taylor  and  Esther 
Hudson,  Executors  of  John  Hudson,  late  of  Schenectady.  The  wife  of 
William  Robens,  Jr.,  was  Judith  Bullock.  He  died  in  1802.  His  will  is 
dated  January  21,  1802.  The  witnesses  were  Nathaniel  Walters,  Asahel 
Carpenter  and  Stephen  Smith.  1  he  Executors  named  were  Nathaniel  Walt¬ 
ers  and  Asahel  Carpenter.  The  Inventory  of  the  Estate  was  dated  March 
15,  1802.  William  and  Judith  (Bullock)  Robens  had  children:  Adam, 
born  October  26,  1  794,  died  December  1  3,  1834;  Rosamond,  born  October 
3,  1796;  Reuben,  born  June  17,  1799,  died  May  22,  1800;  Sarah,  born 
May  27,  1801,  died  July  24,  1809. 

Adam  Robens  married  Polly  Payne.  Their  children  were  William 
(father  of  W.  D.  Robens),  Lois,  Rosamond  Sally,  Laura,  Daniel,  Judith. 

Rosamond  Robens,  sister  of  Adam,  married  Stewart  Lindsey.  They 
resided  at  Purdy  Creek,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y. 

(2)  Judith  Robens  was  born  in  1771  and  died  May  23,  1810.  She 
married  Jeremiah  Coons.  They  resided  at  Salisbury  Corners,  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y.  They  and  their  family  are  buried  there.  Jeremiah  Coons 
died  September  7,  1 8 1 3  in  his  45th  year.  Their  children  were  Hannah, 
Catherine  (1794-1841),  Sarah,  John  (1798-1821),  William  (1800- 
1828),  Stephen  (1802-1805),  Martin,  Esther  (1809-1844). 

Hannah  Coons  married  Cornelius  Lamberson.  1  heir  children  were 
Harriett,  wife  of  Alanson  luttle;  Judith,  wife  of  Rev.  Isaac  L.  Hunt  of 
Northern  New  York  Conference,  and  parents  of  Harriett  R.  wife  of  Rev. 
Willis  E.  Reynolds  of  the  same  conference,  and  Hon.  Isaac  L.  Hunt  of 
Adams,  N.  Y.,  Rosamond  Wife  of  George  Lamberson,  Cornelius  Lamberson, 
Jr.,  and  Martha  Ann. 

Sarah  Coons  was  born  in  1  796  and  died  January  19,  1870,  at  Poland. 
She  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Lamberson,  a  brother  of  Cornelius.  She  had  a 
son  John  (1821-1822)  and  an  only  daughter,  Harty,  wife  of  Dr.  Stephen 
R.  Millington  of  Poland.  Sarah  Lamberson  was  converted  and  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her  Christian  character  was  worthy  of  im.ta- 


tion. 


METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 


37 


Martin  Coons  (1805-1834),  and  his  wife  Marietta,  who  died  July 
7,  1874  aged  72,  had  a  son  William  M.  Coons  of  Salisbury. 

(3)  David  Robens  was  born  August  20,  1774  and  died  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Stillwater,  August  1 ,  1  867.  He  had  come  to  Russia  and  had 
settled  on  the  Dorman  farm  but  returned  to  the  place  of  his  nativity.  His 
first  wife  Phebe,  was  born  September  29,  1  775  and  died  March  12,  1849. 
H  is  second  wife  Susannah,  was  born  February  24,  1  785  and  died  December 
22,  1866.  David  and  Phebe  Robens  had  children:  Gabriel  S.  Robens, 
Mrs.  Anna  Howland  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Leggett,  all  who  resided  in  Saratoga, 
Saratoga  County,  N.  Y. ;  John  Robens  who  was  born  April,  1  793  and 
died  Januaray  23,  1861.  His  wife  was  Betsey,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Ellis 
of  Saratoga.  Their  childrent  were  Phebe  Robens  who  was  born  January 
28,  1816  and  died  November  12,  1880,  and  Myron  Robens  born  1822  and 
died  September  17,  1903.  His  wife  was  Catherine  P.  Coon  who  died 
March  2,  1900  aged  77.  John  Robens  and  family  lived  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  in  Stillwater.  Myron  Robens  has  a  son  Myron,  Jr.,  who  lives  in 
sight  of  the  old  homestead  there,  Wayville,  R.  F.  D.  Mechamcsville,  N.  Y. 

(4)  Reuben  Robens  came  to  the  town  of  Russia  after  his  brother 
William.  He  married  twice: — first  Laura  Payne,  born  January  27,  1783, 
died  1825,  Daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Wright)  Payne.  Buried 

in  the  Century  Cemetery,  Russia.  2nd. — Elizabeth  - .  His 

daughter  Mathilda,  born  November  18,  1801,  died  January  18,  1881.  She 
was  wife  of  Richard  Millington,  born  January  29,  1800  and  died  January 
14,  1881.  They  were  the  parents  of  Nathan  Millington  and  Dr.  Stephen  R. 
Millington  of  Poland,  who  married  Adah  Walker  and  Harty  Lamberson. 
A  son  of  Reuben  Robens  was  William  Robens  who  was  born  June  1804 

and  died  April  21,  1855.  His  wives  were  Lucretia  -  (1804-1826). 

and  Angelina  Russell,  daughter  of  John  Russell  of  Russia.  William  Robens 
had  a  son  Nelson,  who  married,  1st  Sarah  Fenner,  daughter  of  Job  Gorton 
and  Temperance  (Barney)  Fenner  of  Cold  Brook;  2nd.  Sarah  Freeman. 
By  his  first  wife  he  had  Delvin  W.  Robens,  now  of  Canton  Center,  Conn., 
and  Merton  G.  Robens  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  By  his  second  wife  he  had 
Mrs.  Florence  Morrell,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Nelson  Robens  settled  in  Syra- 
cuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died.  Reuben  Robens  was  prime-mover  in  Cold 
Brook  Methodism.  He  was  a  first  Trustee  and  a  Steward.  In  1836  or 
1837  he  moved  to  Brookfield,  1  rumbull  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  living 
in  1838.  There  he  died  October  15,  1855,  aged  73  years.  His  daughter 
Elizabeth  died  there  February  25,  1843  aged  16. 
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(3)  Esther  Robens  married  Nathaniel  Walters.  They  settled  in 
Russia. 

(6)  Thomas  Robens  was  born  in  1781.  He  married  Betsey  - . 

He  settled  in  Wilton,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  his  100th 
year  April  22,  1881.  His  children  were  William  T.  Robens,  Brownsville, 
Salina  County,  Missouri;  John  E.  Robens,  Glenn,  Mich.;  Richard  D.  Rob¬ 
ens,  Bennett  Robens,  Amiel  Robens,  Edwin  Robens  of  Saratoga,  Mrs. 
Phebe  J.  Taylor  and  Mrs.  Betsey  M.  Carr  of  Wilton,  N.  Y.,  Mrs.  Arte¬ 
misia  P.  Strong,  Climax,  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich. 

(7)  Sally  Robens  married  John  Collamer.  They  resided  in  Ballston, 
Saratoga  County,  N.  Y. 

(8)  Stephen  Robens  died  in  Stillwater  February  6,  1824  in  his  38th 
year.  One  of  his  wives,  Esther,  died  February  15,  1809  aged  17.  She 
left  two  children.  His  second  wife  was  Betsey.  Stephen  Robens  had 
children  who  lived  in  Stillwater:  William,  Mary  and  Elizabeth  Robens, 
Mahala,  wife  of  James  Read;  Esther  wife  of  William  K.  Post  and  Moses 
Robens  in  Michigan. 


WALKER. 

This  family  lived  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  prior  to  their  residing 
in  Russia.  The  first  to  come  to  that  town  was  Truman  Walker.  When  he 
came  there  he  had  an  ox-team,  a  brass  kettle  and  three  hundred  dollars  in 
gold.  He  was  much  better  off  than  many  of  his  generation  who  came  as 
pioneers.  I  ruman  Walker  was  born  January  1  1,  1775,  died  June  5,  1813. 
He  married  his  wife  Adah  Powell  June  21,  1798.  She  was  born  April 
21,  1778  and  died  January  15,  1861.  Her  second  husband  was  Sheffield 
Kenyon,  a  cabinet  maker  of  Middleville.  The  children  of  1  ruman  and 
Adah  (Powell)  Walker  were:  Ebenezer  Newell;  Truman  Alvord,  born 
January  1  1,  1803,  married  Eliza  Lyon;  Gideon  Powell,  born  November  9, 
1809,  married  Elizabeth  Pierce,  Adah,  born  August  19,  1812,  married 
September  14,  1831,  William  Willard,  M.  D.,  of  Newport.  Their  daugh¬ 
ter  Kate  Willard  was  wife  of  Milton  Howe.  Truman  Walker  was  a 
farmer  but  did  not  stand  the  privations  of  a  new  land  long.  He  made  his 
will  May  29,  1813.  Josiah  Pardee  and  Deacon  Nathan  Millington  were 
named  Executors.  Elisha  Hall,  Elisha  Hall,  Jr.  and  Isaac  Phillips  wit¬ 
nessed  the  document.  Truman  Walker  and  family  rest  in  the  Century 
cemetery. 
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Ebenezer  N.  Walker  the  son  of  Truman  and  Adah  (Powell)  Walker 
was  born  July  30,  1799;  married,  1st.  January  13,  1820  Phebe  Smith, 
daughter  of  Bohan  Smith  of  Trenton;  2nd,  March  1831,  Jane  Lindsey.  He 
died  February  26,  1876.  He  resided  in  Deerfield  before  he  became  a 
farmer  in  Russia.  The  children  of  Ebenezer  N.  and  Phebe  (Smith)  Walker 
were : 

1  ruman  Jeremiah,  was  born  September  7,  1821  in  Russia;  married  Jan¬ 
uary  12,  1848,  Leonora  C.  Buell,  born  September  7,  1821,  in  Fa.rfield, 
N.  Y,.  died  March  27,  1898  in  Aurora,  Illinois,  the  daughter  of  George 
and  Anna  (Skinner)  Buell.  George  Buell  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Truman  J.  Walker  was  a  farmer.  He  experienced  religion  some  years  pre¬ 
vious  to  his  death.  He  was  a  firm  supporter  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
household  of  faith,  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  did  not  unite 
with  Cold  Brook  Church  until  the  summer  of  1 860.  He  was  considered 
a  “model  Christian  man.”  His  religious  character  was  not  of  the  impetuous, 
but  like  the  quiet  rippling  brook,  whose  clear  waters  are  never  too  high 
nor  too  low.  He  carried  his  religious  principles  into  all  the  relations  of  life. 
They  were  very  pronounced  in  the  home  circle  and  in  the  Church  of  God. 
In  the  repair  of  the  Cold  Brook  Church  in  1861  no  one  took  greater  interest 
and  performed  more  labor  in  that  noble  work  for  God  and  his  generation, 
than  he.  It  was  a  very  sorrowful  time  in  the  whole  town  when  they  knew 
he  must  die.  As  Truman  J.  Walker  was  dying  his  last  admonitions  were 
“dell  the  church  to  be  very  faithful,  stand  up  for  Jesus;  tell  the  choir  (of 
which  he  was  choister)  to  move  on — move  on,  and  build  up  the  singing; 
tell  the  congregation,  we  little  know  what  there  is  before  us,  tell  them  so 
for  me.”  Thus  died  the  good  man  1  ruman  J.  Walker,  February  2,  1862, 
full  of  faith  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  had  three  sons:  Nelson  B.,  Charles  N., 
and  Melvin  P.  Leonora  C.  Walker,  his  wife  became  the  wife  of  Jacob 
France. 

Phebe  Caroline  Walker  was  born  August  30,  1823  in  Deerfield,  N.  Y. 
Married  July  23,  1850  Professor  John  Philander  Griffin.  She  was  best 
known  and  exerted  the  widest  influence  while  her  husband  was  Principal 
of  Fairfield  and  Falley  Seminaries.  She  was  always  interested  in  everything 
that  pertained  to  Seminary  life.  She  always  seconded  her  husband  in  try¬ 
ing  to  make  the  Seminary  a  success.  She  was  in  the  kitchen,  dining  hall, 
chapel  and  parlor  with  a  face,  a  combination  of  anxiety  and  sweetness.  She 
always  took  part  in  the  religious  meetings  by  testifying  briefly  and  offering 
prayer.  She  was  deeply  interested  in  entire  santification  into  which  experience 
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she  had  undoubtedly  enteretd.  She  never  neglected  saying  a  word,  kindly  and 
earnestly  to  an  unconverted  student  on  the  subject  of  religion.  C.  D.  Lathrop, 
who  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  Falley  Seminary  students  and  converted 
while  there,  said  that  the  greatest  factor  in  his  conversion  was  the  life  of 
Phebe  Griffin.  Many  a  homesick  boy  was  kept  in  the  Seminary  because 
of  the  special  attention  given  him  by  “Aunt”  Phebe  Griffin,  as  they  called 
her.  With  great  emotion  at  the  Falley  Seminary  Reunion  of  1888  Professor 
Griffin,  attributed  whatever  good  he  had  accomplished  or  whatever  of  value 
he  had  imparted  to  the  noble  woman  by  his  side,  his  wife,  Phebe  Griffin. 
H  er  life  and  labors  have  borne  fruit  in  the  lives  of  many  Seminary  students, 
through  these  years.  She  was  so  kind,  cheery,  so  firm  and  faithful  and  un¬ 
selfishly  devoted  to  the  highest  interests  of  others.  From  1871  until  her 
death.  May  26,  1901,  at  Syracuse,  she  was  active  in  the  University  Avenue 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  spent  her  last  years  with  her  sister,  Mrs. 
David  Terry  in  Syracuse. 

John  P.  Griffin,  husband  of  Phebe  C.  Walker  Griffin,  was  born  Jan¬ 
uary  7,  1821  in  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  and  died  April  21,  1890  at  the  family 
home,  606  University  Avenue,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  He  graduated  from  Wes¬ 
leyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn.,  in  1848.  He  taught  in  Fairfield 
Seminary  three  years  and  was  Principal  three  years.  For  two  years  he 
taught  in  Bloomfield  Institute,  Bloomfield,  N.  J.  In  1856  he  became  Prin¬ 
cipal  of  Falley  Seminary,  Fulton,  N.  Y.  There  he  continued  until  1869. 
Then  he  spent  a  year  in  travel  for  his  health  and  moved  to  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
At  the  opening  of  Syracuse  University  in  1870  he  became  Librarian  and 
Registrar.  In  1875  he  became  business  manager  of  the  Northern  Christian 
Advocate  and  held  that  position  until  his  death. 

While  at  Falley  Seminary,  John  P.  Griffin  maintained  one  of  the  best 
and  most  largely  patronized  college  preparatory  schools  in  the  country.  Prof- 
Griffin  was  a  very  brilliant  Greek  scholar  and  teacher.  Simon  J.  McPherson, 
a  leading  Presbyterian  minister  of  this  country,  who  went  from  Falley  to 
Princeton  University  on  being  examined  for  admission  there,  the  professor  in 
charge  was  so  impressed  with  his  ability  to  explain  the  euphonic  change  in 
a  Greek  verb,  he  excused  him  from  further  examination.  Professor  Griffin  had 
a  strong  Faculty  in  his  school.  He  headed  every  student  for  college  if 
possible.  Every  student  must  study  Latin.  He  was  a  great  drill-master 
in  that.  No  student  could  use  tobacco  in  the  Seminary.  Professor  Griffin 
made  religious  meetings  a  prominent  feature  of  every  week  in  Falley  Sem¬ 
inary.  There  was  a  prayer  meeting,  class  meeting,  Sunday  morning  prayer- 
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meeting  and  frequently  a  weekly  meeting  to  promote  holiness.  He  led  these 
meetings  at  which  he  was  a  fine  singer.  His  life  work  bore  rich  and  prohl:' 
able  fruit. 

Adah  Rachel  Walker  was  born  January  8,  1826,  married  January 
21,  1848  to  Stephen  R.  Millington,  M.  D.,  the  son  of  Richard  and  Mathilda 
(Robens)  Millington  and  the  grandson  of  Deacon  Nathan  and  Amity  MT 
lington.  Richard  Millington  was  the  second  male  child  born  in  the  town  of 
Russia.  Dr.  Millington  was  born  February  9,  1826  in  Russia;  died  No¬ 
vember  28,  1898  in  Poland.  He  attended  Fairfield  Seminary  in  the  winters 
of  1842-3-4;  taught  school,  stud.ed  medicine  with  Dr.  Booth  in  Russia;  also 
studied  in  Albany  and  Geneva  Medical  Colleges.  He  practiced  medicine 
1  3  years  in  Norway,  during  which  he  was  Town  Clerk,  Supervisor,  School 
Commissioner  and  Member  of  Assembly  in  1859.  In  1860  he  settled  in 
Poland  where  he  practiced  his  profession  until  1872.  Then  he  organized 
the  Poland  Bank  and  that  with  h;s  other  business  occupied  all  his  time.  In 
1880  he  was  very  active  in  the  building  of  the  Herkimer,  Newport  and 
Poland  Railroad.  By  his  second  wife,  Harty  Lamberson,  he  had  a  son, 
Charles  S.  Millington  of  Herkimer.  Adah  R.  (Walker)  Millington  died 
July  25,  1852. 

Achsah  Ann  Walker  was  born  October  6,  1829;  married  September 
29,  1852,  Gorham  Barker  the  son  of  James  and  Belinda  (Hubbard)  Barker 
of  Russia.  He  was  born  April  1817;  died  October  29,  1877.  He  was  a 
farmer  in  Russia.  They  had  children:  Marcene;  Carrie  A.;  William  E. 
Achsah  A.  Barker  died  March  23,  1893. 

Marion  Helen  Walker  was  born  April  28,  1837,  married  May  3, 
1 869,  Dr.  David  I  erry,  once  a  practicing  physician  in  Russia.  Their 
home  was  later  in  life  at  904  East  Genesee  Street,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  They 
had  two  children,  Anna  Whitford  (deceased)  who  has  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
Chester  Hosmer,  Dobbs  Ferry,  N.  Y.,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Syracuse 
University  Unit  in  China;  Dr.  Luther  G.  Terry,  a  dentist  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

WALTERS. 

John  Walters  was  born  March  27,  1  742  in  England.  He  was  brought 
to  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  from  that  country  about  1  750.  He  had  two 
brothers,  one  of  whom  was  Anthony.  There  was  a  descendant  of  one  of 
these  brothers  named  James  M.  Walters  who  resided  in  Coshocton,  Ohio  in 
1898.  John  Walters  was  married  July  8,  1766  to  Priscilla  Rathbone,  born 
July  23,  1749,  died  September  24,  1824.  I  hey  moved  from  Dutchess 
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County  to  Stillwater,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.  Finally  they  settled  in 
Russ. a  where  John  Walters  died  October  15,  1814.  John  Walters  served 
in  the  Revolution.  John  and  Priscilla  (Rathbone)  Walters  had  children 

Mercy  Walters,  born  March  22,  1  768.  She  married -  Luther 

and  died  July  11,  1831.  Nathaniel  Walters;  Sarah  (Sally)  Walters, 
born  August  10,  1774,  died  June  1,  1813.  She  never  married.  John 
Walters,  born  September  1780,  died  July  19,  1785;  Violetta,  born  March 
14,  1784,  d.ed  February  24,  1861.  She  was  married  to  Joseph  Pooler. 
Th  sir  children  included  John,  Nathaniel  and  Mercy,  wife  of  Joseph  New¬ 
berry  and  Peter  Newman,  Mary  (Polly)  Walters,  born  January  26,  1788; 
died  June  15,  1836.  She  married  -  Greenfield. 

Nathaniel  Walters,  the  son  of  John  and  Priscilla  (Rathbone)  Walters 
was  born  March  3,  1  772  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  married  December 
28,  1  795  at  Stillwater,  Esther  Robens,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 

( - )  Robens,  born  May  22,  1  777  in  Stillwater,  N.  Y.,  died  June 

24,  1849  in  Russia,  N.  Y.  He  mover  from  Dutchess  County  to  Stillwater 
with  his  father.  They  reached  Russia  February  5,  1  799.  They  were  farmers. 
Nathaniel  and  Esther  (Robens)  Walters  had  children.  The  first  two  were 
born  in  Stillwater;  the  other  six  were  born  in  Russia.  Mary  Walters  born 
July  25,  1796,  died  September  1  1,  1809;  William  Walters;  John  Walters, 
born  June  21,  1800,  married  Sally  Greenfield.  Resided  at  Chagrin  Falls, 
Genaga  County,  Ohio.  He  died  at  Russell,  Ohio.  His  children  were  Edwin, 
Melissa,  Mary.  Reuben  Robens  Walters,  born  November  24,  1804, 
married  Emily  White.  Resided  at  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  where  he  died. 
He  had  children,  Franklin,  Reuben  W.,  M.  D.  Judith  Walters,  born  April 
12,  1807,  married  Addison  Hunt.  She  was  past  91  at  death.  They  re¬ 
sided  at  Chargin  Falls,  Ohio,  where  she  died.  Their  children  were  Truman, 
Westel  W.,  Ellen,  Gilbert  and  Clarke.  David  Walters,  born  June  14, 
1810,  died  June  28,  1826;  Truman  Nathaniel  Walters,  born  June  11, 
1813,  died  April  9,  1897;  married  Belinda  Barker,  daughter  of  James 
and  Belinda  (Hubbard)  Barker.  They  resided  at  Gustavus,  Ohio.  Their 
children  were  Esther  B.,  Ann  E.,  Aurinda ;  Sally  Esther  Walters  was  born 
August  8,  1817,  died  March  30,  1890  in  Grand  Junction,  Iowa.  She 
was  married  to  the  Rev.  L.  Bartlett  Barker,  who  was  born  1819  in  Russia, 
N.  Y.,  died  January  28,  1897  in  Grand  Junction,  Iowa.  They  were  buried 
at  Oneida  Castle,  N.  Y.  For  more  than  30  years  he  was  Professor  Barker 
because  of  his  prominence  in  Central  New  York  educational  circles.  At 
Fairfield  Seminary  for  seventeen  years  he  was  Professor  of  Natural  Sciences 
and  several  years  Principal.  He  was  for  three  years  the  head  of  New  Hamp¬ 
ton  Institute  at  Fairfax,  Vermont,  and  later  President  of  Leland  Univers.ty 
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at  New  Orleans,  La.,  under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Baptist  Missionary 
Society.  For  several  years  he  was  Pastor  of  the  Baptist  Churches  at  Salis¬ 
bury,  Norway  and  Jordanville.  He  was  for  a  time  in  Grant’s  Army  in  the 
United  States  Christian  Commission  before  Petersburg.  He  was  highly  es¬ 
teemed  and  widely  known  as  teacher,  pastor  and  friend.  His  daughter, 
Belinda  E.  (Mrs.  J.  H.  Brindsmaid),  is  at  present  a  resident  of  Topeka, 
Kans.  Other  children  were  Bartlett  W. ;  Edna  H.;  Edson  C. 

Myron  Collamer  Walters,  born  August  26,  1920,  married  Marietta 
Hall.  She  died  in  Iowa.  He  was  many  years  a  resident  of  Clay  Mills, 
Iowa.  His  second  wife  was  Mary  (Carpenter)  Newberry,  a  daughter  of 
Lemuel  and  Amy  (Vincent)  Carpenter  and  widow  of  Harrison  Vail  New¬ 
berry  of  Cold  Brook.  Mary  Walters  died  December  20,  1907.  There  is 
living  in  Onslow,  Iowa,  a  son  of  Myron  M.,  Bartlett  Walters.  Other  children 
were  Emma,  Esther,  Mary. 

William  Walters,  the  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Esther  (Robens)  Walters 
was  born  August  3,  1798  in  Stillwater,  N.  Y. ;  married,  1st:  December  4, 
1823,  Fannie  Carpenter,  born  July  12,  1803,  died  March  4,  1877;  2nd: 
November  29,  1877,  her  sister,  Sophronia  Carpenter,  widow  of  Daniel 
Garlock,  born  August  4*  1814;  died  March  23,  1901,  the  daughter  of 
Amos  and  Charlotte  (Briggs)  Carpenter  of  Cold  Brook.  William  Walters 
came  to  the  town  of  Russia  an  infant  in  his  mother’s  arms.  In  that  town  he 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  had  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the  builders  of 
the  Russia  Union  Church.  He  was  a  mill-wright  by  trade  and  did  much 
building  of  that  nature.  He  was  converted  in  1853.  God  used  his  wife 
and  daughter  Celia  as  the  means  of  his  conversion.  They  had  been  con¬ 
verted  when  he  was  away  from  home.  On  his  return  Celia  with  a  heart 
full  of  love  for  Jesus  and  a  great  anxiety  for  the  salvation  of  her  father, 
knelt  before  him  telling  him  what  the  Lord  had  done  for  her  and  her 
mother ;  and  then  with  tearful  eyes  besought  him  to  go  with  them.  Conviction 
fastened  upon  him.  He  was  converted  and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Cold  Brook.  He  believed  in  using  all  the  means  of  grace.  He 
was  always  in  his  pew  on  Sunday,  in  the  class-meeting  and  prayer  meeting. 
Even  after  he  was  very  deaf  he  always  attended  on  the  means  of  grace. 
1  he  last  service  he  attended  was  Quarterly  Meeting.  William  Walters  died 
February  27,  1889  in  Cold  Brook  aged  91.  Both  his  wives  were  very 
zealous  Methodists  in  the  Cold  Brook  Church.  William  and  Fanny  (Car¬ 
penter)  Walters  had  children,  James  N.,  of  Prospect,  N.  Y. ;  David  A., 
of  Onslow,  Iowa;  Susan  M.,  wife  of  Michael  S.  Smith  of  Russia;  Celia  A., 
wife  of  Joseph  Swezey  and  Peter  Newman;  William  W.,  of  Chagrin  Falls, 
Ohio;  Irwin  M.,  of  Charidon,  Ohio. 
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VINCENT. 

Shadrack  Vincent  was  born  March  1  3,  1  770;  married  December  I  793, 
Fanny  Reynolds,  born  February  4,  1760,  died  February  26,  1833.  She 
died  in  Cold  Brook  and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  beside  her  doctor  son, 
Shadrack  N.  Vincent.  Shadrack  Vincent  with  his  sons,  Jonathan  R.  and 
Chauncey  W.,  moved  to  Bainbridge  township,  Genaga  County,  Ohio  in 
May,  1833.  There  Shadrack  Vincent  died  October  9,  1833.  Nicholas 
Vincent  followed  those  to  Bainbridge  in  February,  1834.  Shadrack  Vincent 
was  one  of  the  first  Trustees  of  the  Cold  Brook  Church  in  1831.  Shadrack 
and  Fanny  (Reynolds)  Vincent  had  children:  Justus  Hull,  M.  D. ;  Chaun¬ 
cey  W. ;  Shadrack  N.,  who  married  Elizabeth  ,  and  had  children: 

Mary  and  Martha;  Jonathan  Reynolds.  Shadrack  Vincent  came  from  Rhode 
Island  or  Fall  River,  Mass. 

Justus  H.  Vincent,  M.  D.,  was  born  July  16,  1797;  married  May 

26,  1816,  Lucinda  Overton,  born  January  21,  1797,  died  May  3,  1880, 
the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Benjamin)  Overton  of  Long  Island. 
Justus  H.  Vincent  died  November  4,  1861.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
buried  in  a  cemetery  at  Brimfield,  Indiana.  He  graduated  in  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  medicine  and  surgery  at  Fairfield  New  York  Medical  College.  One 
of  the  signers  of  his  diploma  was  Dr.  Westel  Willoughby  of  Newport.  In 
1 824  he  was  a  member  of  Herkimer  County  Medical  Society.  December 

27,  1826,  he  was  a  member  of  “Medical  Society  of  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  Western  New  York.”  He  was  a  member  of  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Lodge  No.  103  Elyria,  Ohio.  He  was  the  first  practicing  physician  in  Cold 
Brook.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a  commanding  figure 
and  h:s  voice  could  be  heard  a  great  distance.  He  trained  troops  for  the  Civil 
War  which  conflict  he  knew  would  come.  The  children  of  Justus  H.  and 
Lucinda  (Overton)  Vincent  were  Almeda ;  Wesley  M.,  M.  D. ;  Andrew  J., 
M.  D. ;  Justus  C. ;  Fanny  M. ;  Sarah  S. ;  Reynolds ;  James  H. ;  Shadrack  N. ; 
Emily  M. ;  Mary  L.,  M.  D. ;  Henry  H.  There  were  four  physicians  in 
this  one  family. 

John  Vincent  was  a  brother  of  Shadrack  Vincent  if  Dr.  Justus 
H.  Vincent  and  Miss  Sabra  A.  Vincent  were  cousins.  John  Vincent 
was  married  to  Orena  Perry,  who  died  at  Cold  Brook,  February 
13,  1870,  aged  89.  She  had  resided  in  Cold  Brook  about 
70  years  and  lived  to  see  her  posterity  to  the  fifth  generation.  She 
was  converted  in  early  life  but  did  not  unite  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
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Church  until  about  1840.  In  her  prime  she  was  one  of  the  “sweet  singers 
of  Israel.”  Her  spiritual  songs  were  not  only  sweet  but  powerful  through 
the  spirit  in  subduing  and  melting  the  hearts  of  sinners  and  producing  shouts 
of  victory  among  the  people  of  God.  Though  the  infirmities  of  extreme  age 
were  upon  her,  she  was  sustained  by  Divine  Grace. 

The  children  of  John  and  Orena  (Perry)  Vincent  were  Olive,  wife 
of  Samuel  Service  of  Gray;  William  J.  (1813-1889)  of  Cold  Brook; 
Daniel  P.  (i  81 6-1 880)  of  Cold  Brook;  Francis  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
Sabra  A.  (1815-1898)  of  Cold  Brook.  Two  of  the  children  of  Daniel  P. 
Vincent  reside  in  Cold  Brook:  Mrs.  Mary  Buell  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Jones. 
Another  is  Mrs.  Helen  Merritt  of  Rahway,  N.  J.  They  are  grandchildren 
of  Orena  Vincent. 

Phoebe  Vincent,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Orena  (Perry)  Vincent, 
was  born  January  12,  1808;  died  September  5,  1886;  married  William 
Mealus,  as  his  second  wife.  His  first  wife  was  Patience,  who  died  December 
3,  1835,  aged  39.  Phoebe  Mealus  was  a  very  active  member  of  the 
Cold  Brook  Church.  She  was  an  old  fashioned  “shouting  Methodist.” 

William  Mealus  was  born  February  18,  1784;  died  July  16,  1863  in 
Cold  Brook.  He  was  converted  in  1853  under  the  labors  of  Rev.  W.  I. 
Richards.  Though  advanced  in  years  his  conversion  was  clear  and  un¬ 
doubted.  His  prayers,  counsels  and  exhortations  found  a  hearty  response  in 
the  hearts  of  his  brethern  and  respect  from  the  unconverted.  For  many 
months  he  could  not  enter  the  sanctuary  but  he  ripened  for  Heaven.  He 
lived  well  and  died  triumphantly. 
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'yHE  material  for  this  booklet  has  been  derived  from 
many  sources,  such  as  church  records,  county  records, 
pension  records,  scrap  books,  clippings,  family  manu¬ 
scripts,  family  Bibles,  and  collected  by  the  author  of  the 
booklet,  Rev.  Roger  F.  Williams.  The  persons  who 
have  so  nobly  aided  are  very  gratefully  thanked. 
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